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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a task force to examine economic development issues in West Louisville.

WHEREAS, West Louisville is an important center of economic activity, with 1,500 existing businesses employing over 34,000 people and currently generating over $5.5 billion in revenue annually; and

WHEREAS, economic development in West Louisville is key for the economic success and vitality of the region and the state, with a strong base in manufacturing, health care services, and other industries, and strong potential links between West Louisville and the region; and

WHEREAS, West Louisville has the foundation and the infrastructure to sustain greater economic growth than is currently being realized, with a high concentration of available workers and strategic access to both customers and a substantial transportation system; and 

WHEREAS, economic development and investment in West Louisville is well below its potential, resulting in higher unemployment, a negative perception of the area and the business climate in general, and leading to an under-performance of the economy as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, a coordinated effort to assess and provide strategies for the economic development of West Louisville would help to maximize the economic potential of this area, would increase income, tax revenue, and standards of living, and would benefit not only the city of Louisville, but the region and the entire state as well;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a task force, to be known as the West Louisville Economic Development Task Force, to examine economic development issues in West Louisville.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of 23 members, to be approved by the Legislative Research Commission, as follows:

(1)
Two representatives from the Kentucky House of Representatives, representing Jefferson County districts, to be chosen by the Speaker of the House, with one member to be named by the Speaker of the House as chair.

(2)
Two Senators from the Kentucky Senate, representing Jefferson County districts, to be chosen by the Senate President.

(3)
The representatives from Districts 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of the Louisville Metro Council, or their designees.

(4)
A representative from Louisville Metro city government, recommended by the mayor.

(5)
A representative from Greater Louisville, Inc., or a designee.

(6)
A representative from the small business community, recommended by the Kentucky Small Business Development Centers.

(7)
Three community representatives from West Louisville neighborhoods, recommended by the Louisville Urban League.

(8)
The Director Emeritus of the Metropolitan Housing Coalition, or a designee.

(9)
A representative from the banking and financial community, recommended by the Kentucky Bankers Association.

(10)
The Executive Vice President of the Homebuilders Association of Louisville, or a designee.

(11)
The Director of the Kentucky State Data Center at the University of Louisville, or a designee.

(12)
A professor from the University of Louisville with experience in urban and public affairs, recommended by the president of the University of Louisville.

(13)
The Associate Dean for Retention and Diversity in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Louisville, or a designee.

(14)
A representative from the West Louisville Business Association, or a designee.

(15)
A representative from the Jefferson County Public Schools, or a designee.

Section 3.   The task force shall address the following issues and shall report the results to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate interim joint committee by November 15, 2005:

(1)
The current level of economic activity by industry or category of business;

(2)
Identification of underused areas of economic activity;

(3)
Identification of community economic and financial needs;

(4)
The impact of low and moderate income housing on neighborhood and business stability;

(5)
Strategies for attracting market-rate housing;

(6)
Strategies for improving and attracting students to West Jefferson County schools;

(7)
Identification and proposed solutions for the systemic causes of joblessness in West Louisville;

(8)
The extent and patterns of employment for local residents in West Louisville businesses and industry; and

(9)
Any other issue the task force deems relevant to the economy or economic vitality of West Louisville.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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