UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/14/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS BR 1571


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to study the advantages and disadvantages of a prescription drug assistance program and a prescription drug reimportation program.

WHEREAS, many Kentuckians do not have sufficient access to prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, prescription drugs can be very costly and have a disproportionate economic impact on low-income people; and

WHEREAS, other states have prescription drug assistance programs that are offered through the state or through private organizations that can take advantage of special pricing discounts; and 

WHEREAS, some states, localities, or organizations are exploring the possibility of reimporting prescription drugs from foreign countries where prescription drugs may be less costly; and

WHEREAS, these programs that are available in other states or that may become available would provide access to less costly or even free prescription drugs to low-income Kentuckians and Kentuckians with disabilities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall conduct a study on (1) the advantages and disadvantages of establishing a prescription drug assistance program for lower income individuals and families; and (2) the advantages and disadvantages of utilizing a prescription drug reimportation program from a foreign country through a drug wholesaler or other intermediary. The analysis undertaken shall review drug pricing, the economic circumstances of Kentuckians who are reported to be of poor health, and the success or lack thereof of prescription drug reimportation in other states or localities. Staff shall contact drug wholesalers or other intermediaries that currently participate in providing prescription drugs to vulnerable or other populations susceptible to poor health.

Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission shall transmit the results of the study required by Section 1 of this Resolution to the appropriate committees by December 15, 2005.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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