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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to Scouting organizations.

WHEREAS, the Boy Scouts of America is one of the leading volunteer youth movements in the United States, serving more than 4,700,000 young people with the support of 1,200,000 volunteer adult leaders; and

WHEREAS, the Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on February 8, 1910, and recognized by federal charter on June 15, 1916, to provide an educational program for youth to build character, training the responsibilities of participatory citizenship, and develop personal fitness; and

WHEREAS, the Boy Scouts of American teaches the core values of duty to God and country, personal honor, respect for the beliefs of others, volunteerism, and the value of service and doing a "good turn" daily, principles which are conducive to good character, citizenship, and health; and

WHEREAS, during the 95-year history of the Boy Scouts of America, the organization has partnered with the Salvation Army, Habitat for Humanity International, the American Red Cross, and thousands of other community and civic organizations to address critical issues facing communities in the United States, including the problems of hunger, inadequate housing, and poor health, and youth obesity; and

WHEREAS, the Girl Scouts of the United States of American (hereinafter referred to as the "Girl Scouts") is an organization that is committed to helping girls of today become leaders of tomorrow and delivering quality experiences for girls locally, nationally, and, through USA Girl Scouts Overseas, internationally; and

WHEREAS, the Girl Scouts celebrated its ninety-second anniversary on March 12, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Girl Scout program is girl-driven, reflecting the ever-changing needs and interests of participating girls, and provides girls with a wide variety of opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the program encourages increased skill-building and responsibility, and also promotes the development of strong leadership and decision-making skills, through program activities that are age-appropriate and based on the "Girl Scout Promise and Law"; and

WHEREAS, at all levels of the Girl Scout program, girls participate in activities that build self-confidence, responsibility, integrity, creative decision-making skills, and teamwork, helping them take steps toward becoming the leaders of tomorrow and developing real-world leadership abilities that will last them a lifetime; and

WHEREAS, the Girl Scouts recognizes the importance of giving a voice to girls nationwide by rolling out initiatives such as a national safety dialogue based on concerns girls expressed in a Girl Scout Research Institute study and Studio 2b, an innovative, new, research-based program for older girls; and

WHEREAS, in a recent report entitled "Feeling Safe: What Girls Say," a significant number of girls expressed concerns about not feeling physically and emotionally safe;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky expresses its firm support of the objectives and activities of the Boy Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts of the United States of America and urges the swift passage of S. 3026 or HR. 5422 by the Congress of the United States in order to protect the activities of these fine organizations from unwarranted attack by persons and groups seeking to destroy the values for which these organizations stand.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send copies of this Resolution to the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Clerk of the Senate of the Congress of the United States and to each member from Kentucky of the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Congress of the United States.
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