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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a Metropolitan/Micropolitan Issues Task Force.

WHEREAS, according to the 2000 Census, a majority of all Kentuckians now live in metropolitan and micropolitan (exurban) areas which include sixty-one (61) counties and three and one tenth (3.1) million residents that represent seventy seven percent (77%) of the total population of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, local governmental entities in metropolitan and micropolitan areas face unique challenges resulting from the density of the population, rapid growth and development in these areas, escalating traffic congestion, limited land use opportunities, and rapid growth of multicultural populations; and

WHEREAS, to assist the citizens and local governments in our metropolitan and micropolitan areas, we need to study all means and resources for sufficient, effective, and efficient funding and service provision mechanisms; and

WHEREAS, the economic well-being of the Commonwealth is in direct relation to the economic well-being of our metropolitan and micropolitan areas;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Metropolitan/Micropolitan Issues Task Force is hereby created to study the needs and unique challenges facing local government entities and their citizens in metropolitan and micropolitan areas as well as the effectiveness of state and federal policies and programs in these areas. These challenges include issues relating to community and economic development, housing, public protection, telecommunications, transportation, multicultural populations, and how to better grow the economy of these areas into the twenty-first century.

Section 2.   The members of the task force shall include:

(1)
The co-chairs of the following interim joint committees:

(a)
Economic Development and Tourism;

(b)
Labor and Industry;

(c)
Local Government;

(d)
State Government;

(e)
Transportation; and

(2)
Eight (8) additional members of the General Assembly with each living in or having an interest in the metropolitan statistical areas within the state as recognized by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Of these additional members, four (4) shall be appointed by the President of the Senate and four (4) shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

A committee's co-chair may name a vice-chair of that committee as a designee if the co-chair is not able to attend a task force meeting. The designee shall have all rights and powers of the co-chair when attending a task force meeting including the power to vote.

Section 3.  The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government shall act as the co-chairs of the task force and shall call the first meeting of the task force before July, 2005. Staff for the task force shall be provided by the staff of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 4.  The task force shall hear testimony from agencies, organizations, groups, and individuals who are knowledgeable about issues relevant to metropolitan, micropolitan, and surrounding areas. They shall also discuss and explore the role of the state's metropolitan areas in relation to the overall growth of the state's economy and the quality of life of all its citizens. The task force may make legislative proposals to the General Assembly and may recommend policy changes to state and federal agencies relevant to the findings of the task force. The task force shall issue an annual report of its activities to the Legislative Research Commission by December 1st of each year, with the first such report due December 1, 2005.

Section 5.  Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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