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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to the protection of the public from sexual offenders.

WHEREAS, the protection of Kentucky's citizens from criminal predation is a fundamental responsibility of the government of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, sexual offenses are among the most vile of crimes, with tragic results lasting years after the commission of the offense; and

WHEREAS, many sexual offenders commit new sexual offenses after being released back into society after incarceration;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   A Sex Offender Management Task Force is hereby created with the purpose of examining and making recommendations for improvement as to the present means utilized by the Commonwealth in the management and treatment of sex offenders. The task force shall make its recommendations in the form of a report containing recommended legislation and shall submit that report to the Legislative Research Commission no later than October 1, 2005. Upon submission of this report, the task force shall cease to exist.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of 16 members of the Kentucky General Assembly, with eight members from the Kentucky Senate and eight members from the Kentucky House of Representatives. The President of the Senate shall appoint the Senate members, with five of the appointments being from members of the majority party in the Senate and three of the appointments being from members of the minority party in the Senate. The Speaker of the House shall appoint the House members, with five of the appointments being from members of the majority party in the House and three of the appointments being from members of the minority party in the House. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each select a co-chair for the task force from among that officer's appointments to the task force. The task force shall meet at the joint call of the chairs.

Section 3.   In the course of it work, the task force shall endeavor to examine important aspect of sex offender management, including the adequacy of Kentucky's system of community notification of resident sex offenders, the adequacy of probation and parole supervision of offenders in the community, and the availability of treatment options for offenders. As part of this examination, the task force is specifically directed to examine the advisability of mandating a chemical or hormonal treatment program using medroxyprogesterone acetate or other substance and the advisability of creating a civil commitment mechanism for sexually violent predators who have a likelihood of re-offending upon release into the community.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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