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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the issue of violence in consolidated local governments.

WHEREAS, large urban areas are the economic engines of the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, violent crime has a tremendous impact on an area's inhabitability and livability and hence its productivity and contribution to overall economic performance; and

WHEREAS, crime drives up the cost of living or doing business to people, business, and government through lost work, lost production, and increased taxes; and

WHEREAS, violent crime has dramatically increased in the Commonwealth's premier urban area; and

WHEREAS, this increase affects the people not only of Jefferson County, but all the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Task Force on Urban Violence to examine the problem of urban violence in consolidated local governments. The task force may collect data on the demographics of both victims and perpetrators of violent crime, take testimony of any relevant parties to violent crime, and examine any socio-economic factors that may be involved in violent crime in an urban setting. The task force shall examine strategies for dealing with urban violence; these may include strategies for the deterrence of urban violence, strategies for dealing with perpetrators of violent crime, including alternatives to incarceration, and strategies for the prevention of crime, such as public works, employment services, drug awareness and prevention programs, or character-based or faith-based outreach programs to those in high risk groups and areas. The task force shall suggest a strategy or strategies for dealing with urban violence.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of 24 members; the membership of the task force shall represent, as much as possible, the ethnic/racial diversity of the consolidated local government's population and shall include:

(1)
The chairman of the House Local Government Committee, or a designee;

(2)
The chairman of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, or a designee;

(3)
Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, one of whom shall be a member of the House Local Government Committee, one of whom shall be a member of the House Judiciary Committee, and one of whom shall be a member of the House Health and Welfare Committee. Two of the members appointed by the Speaker shall be from the majority party and one from the minority party;

(4)
Three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be a member of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, one of whom shall be a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and one of whom shall be a member of the Senate Health and Welfare Committee. Two of the members appointed by the President shall be from the majority party and one from the minority party;

(5)
The mayor of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government, or a designee;

(6)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, or a designee;

(7)
The director of Seven Counties Services, or a designee;

(8)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet, or a designee;

(9)
The director of the Louisville Community Action Partnership, or a designee;

(10)
The head of the Louisville Metro Department of Corrections, or a designee;

(11)
The chief of police of the Louisville Metro Police Department, or a designee;

(12)
 The director of the Louisville Metro Department of Housing, or a designee;

(13)
The director of the Louisville Metro Health Department, or a designee;

(14)
The superintendent of the Louisville Public School District, or a designee;

(15)
Two representatives from each named entity below, jointly appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of six potential appointees submitted by each entity:

(a)
The Kentucky League of Cities;

(b)
University of Louisville faculty members knowledgeable in the subject area; and

(16)
One representative from each named entity below, jointly appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of three potential appointees submitted by each entity:

(a)
The Kentuckiana Inter-Faith Community;

(b)
The Inter-Denominational Ministerial Coalition.

The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall appoint the co-chairs of the task force from among the legislative members on the task force. 

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2006.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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