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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a task force to study the Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK) program and consider policy options for modifying the program in order to assist districts with high student enrollment growth.

WHEREAS, the SEEK program was designed to provide for equitable funding among all school districts; and

WHEREAS, there are numerous districts in the state that are high growth districts; and

WHEREAS, student growth in several districts has been unpredicted and unanticipated; and 

WHEREAS, growth districts experience crowded facilities and increased demand for teachers and services; and

WHEREAS, the SEEK funding program does not necessarily accommodate the funding needs of growth districts; and

WHEREAS, a long-term solution is needed to better serve all districts that may have unanticipated student enrollment growth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a seventeen-member task force to study the Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK) program and consider policy options for modifying the program in order to assist districts with unpredictable and unanticipated student growth. The task force shall be composed of legislative members and representatives from the education establishment as follows:

(a)
Five members of the Senate, with three members representing the majority party who shall be appointed by the President of the Senate and two members representing the minority party who shall be appointed by the minority floor leader;

(b)
Five members of the House of Representatives, with three members representing the majority party who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House and two members representing the minority party who shall be appointed by the minority floor leader; 

(c)
Three superintendents of schools who shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from recommendations provided by the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents and the Kentucky Association of School Administrators;

(d)
Two full-time school finance officers who shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from recommendations from the Kentucky Association of School Administrators;

(e)
One local board of education member who shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from recommendations from the Kentucky School Boards Association; and

(f)
The commissioner of education or the commissioner's designee.

The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint a co-chair from the legislative members of the task force.

Section 2.   The membership of the task force shall be established by June 15, 2005, and the task force shall convene for its first meeting by July 15, 2005. 

Section 3.   With approval of the Commission, the task force may retain consultants who are experienced in school finance matters to assist with its work. Staff of the Commission shall be identified to assist the task force.

Section 4.   The task force shall:

(a)
Identify the location of high growth districts in the state;

(b)
Identify the funding and program dilemmas experienced in high growth districts;

(c)
Determine the elements of the SEEK program that negatively impact growth districts and assess whether there is a need for change;

(d)
Consider options to modify the SEEK program; and

(e)
Make recommendations for future legislative consideration.

Section 5.   The task force shall present its findings and recommendations to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue by December 1, 2005.

Section 6.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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