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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the John C. Cline Memorial Bridge in Martin County.

WHEREAS, John C. Cline, the son of Herbert B. and Nola Penix Cline, was born December 2, 1912, in Martin County, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline attended school in Inez, Kentucky, until his father took a job and moved the family to West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline is regarded by many as the father of the mining industry in Martin County through his tenacity in expanding markets for steam coal and his operation of Wolf Creek Collieries; and

WHEREAS, the Wolf Creek Collieries, established in the 1960s by Cline with 30 employees, grew to be one of the largest employers in Martin County, employing over 400 individuals; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline made the Wolf Creek Collieries a success because it operated as a high-tonnage, low-cost operation; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline worked tirelessly to reduce the isolation of Martin County, evidenced by his efforts to have a bridge constructed on Kentucky Route 292 over Wolf Creek and his donation of his own property to the state to construct the road; and

WHEREAS, prior to the completion of Kentucky Route 292, Martin Countians would often have to go to West Virginia in order to get to the other side of Wolf Creek and northwestern Pike County; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline, who was preceded in death by his wife Mildred, was the proud father of five children: Janet Cornette, Larry Cline, Carroll Sexton, Karen Mills, and Marsha Paula, four of whom are active or retired educators; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline was an institution in Martin County, a place he dearly loved and spent his entire life; and

WHEREAS, John C. Cline left Martin County a better place, and throughout the county, his good name stands on its own merit;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the bridge number B00013 on Kentucky Route 292, which crosses the Wolf Creek in Martin County, the "John C. Cline Memorial Bridge."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs at each end of the bridge identified in Section 1 of this Resolution that read "John C. Cline Memorial Bridge."
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