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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Department of Education and the Kentucky Board of Education to study the feasibility of adjusting the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System to compare the achievement of cohorts of students over time for use in the school accountability structure.

WHEREAS, during the 1998 Regular Session, the Kentucky General Assembly passed House Bill 53, which included a provision, now codified in KRS 158.6453, that the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS) shall include "a technically sound longitudinal comparison of assessment results for the same students"; and

WHEREAS, though six years have elapsed since the passage of House Bill 53, the current CATS assessment does not include a longitudinal component; and

WHEREAS, the development of a longitudinal component to CATS has been hampered by the difficulty in creating an assessment whose results are valid and reliable at the individual student level while maintaining coverage of the core content for assessment; and

WHEREAS, a possible alternative would be to develop an assessment and accountability system that measured the academic progress of cohorts of students over time, rather than individual students; and

WHEREAS, an assessment and accountability system based on the comparison of the test results of discrete cohorts of students over time may give a clearer picture of a school's effectiveness in improving student learning than the current structure, which compares entirely different groups of students at a given grade level between years; and

WHEREAS, an accountability framework based on a comparison of achievement of cohorts of students may eliminate the effect of innate differences in ability between different class years of students, which are unrelated to the educational effectiveness of a school; and

WHEREAS, the current contract for the development of the CATS assessment ends in 2006, and the parameters for the next iteration of CATS are currently under consideration by the Kentucky Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, numerous technical issues need to be analyzed to determine the feasibility of a cohort-based school accountability structure;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Department of Education and the Kentucky Board of Education are directed to conduct a study of the feasibility of adjusting the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System to compare the achievement of cohorts of students over time for use in the school accountability structure.

Section 2.   The study shall address:

(1)
The potential benefits and drawbacks of school accountability based on comparisons of cohorts of students rather than comparisons of different groups of students at a given grade level between years; 

(2)
The logistical barriers to a cohort-based school accountability structure and possible strategies to overcome those barriers; 

(3)
The validity and reliability of the CATS assessment for use in a cohort-based accountability structure, and any other pertinent psychometric issues; and

(4)
Other issues determined by the department and the board to be of interest or utility.

Section 3.   The study shall be completed by August 1, 2005, with a written report presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by September 1, 2005.
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