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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Department of Agriculture to delay its proposed plan to allow Canadian beef to be imported into the United States beginning March, 2005.

WHEREAS, the United States border has been closed to Canadian beef since May, 2003, since a cow was discovered in Alberta with a case of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE); and

WHEREAS, the economic repercussions to the Canadian economy because of that discovery is estimated at over $4 billion dollars; and

WHEREAS, a cow in the state of Washington that was imported from Canada was discovered to have BSE in December, 2003; and

WHEREAS, the discovery of BSE in the United States resulted in over 30 countries closing their borders to United States beef and has cost the United States economy hundreds of millions of dollars; and

WHEREAS, within the past few days, another cow in Canada has been confirmed to have BSE; and

WHEREAS, if the United States opens its borders to Canadian beef in March, the potential economic impact could be devastating;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The United States Department of Agriculture is urged to delay its proposed plan to allow Canadian beef to be imported into the United States beginning March, 2005.
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