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A RESOLUTION recognizing March as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Kentucky and honoring Kentucky's thirteen regional rape crisis centers.

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association reports that in the United States a woman is raped every 46 seconds and proclaims that sexual assault is a silent epidemic; and

WHEREAS, women, men, and children are all victims of sexual assault and it is estimated that 1 in 3 women, 1 in 4 girls, 1 in 6 boys, and 1 in 11 men will be a victim at least once in their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a shockingly high rate of sexual violence that must be brought into the public focus, because it cannot be reduced until it is openly addressed; and

WHEREAS, a study conducted in 2003 reported that 1 in 9 adult women in Kentucky has been the victim of "forcible rape" sometime in her lifetime, and this excludes alcohol- or drug-facilitated rape, or statutory rape; and

WHEREAS, every Kentuckian is directly or indirectly affected and impacted by sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, emotional and physical scars resulting from sexual violence are often severe and long lasting; and

WHEREAS, a coalition of rape crisis centers, known as the Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs, has emerged to directly confront rape and sexual assault with the cooperation of law enforcement agencies, churches, health care providers, military officials, juvenile justice professionals, and other helping professionals from Kentucky's diverse communities; and

WHEREAS, 11,481 individuals sought assistance from rape crisis centers in Kentucky in the aftermath of sexual violence during 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs is engaged in the development of a statewide prevention plan to identify risk factors and encourage development of protective factors for the purpose of making Kentuckians safer; and

 WHEREAS, it is important to recognize the compassion and dedication of the individuals involved in these efforts, to applaud their commitment, and to increase public awareness of this significant problem; and

WHEREAS, it is important to recognize the strength, courage, and challenges faced by victims and survivors of sexual assault and their families and friends as they struggle to cope with the reality of sexual assault and to acknowledge that not all victims of sexual assault survive at the time of assault or survive the horrific long-term trauma that sexual assault often inflicts upon victims; and

WHEREAS, raising awareness about societal myths and behaviors that perpetuate rape and providing information and prevention strategies to all citizens is critical to the health and well-being of Kentucky's citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives recognizes March as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Kentucky and applauds Kentucky's 13 regional rape crisis centers for their many years of dedicated efforts to assist victims and for their efforts to raise awareness of sexual assault.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Kentucky's rape crisis centers.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Eileen Recktenwald, Executive Director, Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs, P.O. Box 4028, Frankfort, Kentucky 40604.
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