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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Guy Hatfield III.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Guy Hatfield III, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Guy Hatfield III was born on April 19, 1950, a native of Gary, Indiana, and longtime resident of Estill County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 4, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Guy Hatfield III was the loving son of the late Guy Hatfield Jr. and Lucy Baker Hatfield, and he also was preceded in death by his first wife, Sherry Witt Hatfield; he was the devoted husband of Teresa Hatfield; he was the loving father of three children, Tina Enz of Pikeville and Traci Hatfield and John Hatfield, both of Irvine; he was the proud grandfather of three grandchildren, Matthew Bryant and Brianna Cahal of Irvine and Sebastian Enz of Pikeville; and he also leaves behind a loving sister, Ruth Phelan of Sun City, Florida, and two brothers, Lawrence Hatfield of Hopkinsville and Scott Hatfield of Irvine; and

WHEREAS, Guy Hatfield III graduated from Irvine High School, where he was a member of the Golden Eagles baseball and football teams, and he also was an Eagle Scout and member of the Order of the Arrow: he graduated from Eastern Kentucky University, where he received a degree in political science, and where he was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, president of the student body, and a member of the Board of Regents; and

WHEREAS, Guy Hatfield III was a believer of truth in journalism, and revered by his peers as a journalism pioneer who aggressively covered local news stories; he started The Citizen Voice in 1973, and a few years later, he purchased its competing newspaper and merged the two publications to form the Citizen Voice & Times, a newspaper that was frequently honored for journalistic excellence; and he also was owner of the Clay City Times in Powell County and The Flemingsburg Gazette in Fleming County, which he recently sold; and he was recognized as an expert on Kentucky's legal notice statutes and was instrumental in writing the current law on public notice advertising; and

WHEREAS, Guy Hatfield III was a former president of the Kentucky Young Republicans, a former Estill County Republican chairman, and a former Republican nominee for Estill County judge-executive; he was three-time president of the Kentucky Weekly Newspaper Association, a former president of the Kentucky Press Association and longtime member of the KPA board of directors; he was past president and longtime member of the Irvine-Ravenna Kiwanis Club, a member of the Powell County Lions Club, a member of the Oleika Shrine Temple, a member of the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, and he also participated in many civic organizations; and

WHEREAS, Guy Hatfield III was the recipient of the Russ Metz award for most valuable member of the Kentucky Press Association and the Excellence in Entrepreneurship Award presented by Eastern Kentucky University's College of Business and Technology; but his highest achievement came when he was named to the prestigious Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame for his excellence in the newspaper business and in recognition for his numerous awards and his staunch defense of the First Amendment while exposing corruption in government; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Guy Hatfield III has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Guy Hatfield III, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Guy Hatfield III.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Teresa Hatfield, 1048 Royal Crest Drive, Richmond, Kentucky 40475.
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