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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to provide increased benefits to Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom veterans who have incurred injuries resulting in 100 percent disability.

WHEREAS, veterans occupy a significant place in the life and history of our nation, and their devoted service will never be forgotten; and

WHEREAS, numerous veterans from Kentucky and across the nation have been disabled while in service of their country; these veterans have made profound sacrifices that cannot be taken for granted; and

WHEREAS, there have been more than 10,000 American service members wounded while serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom; of those wounded, many have become 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability as a result of their injuries; and

WHEREAS, being 100 percent disabled is defined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs as being incapable of working in a substantial gainful occupation; examples of 100 percent disability are the permanent loss of both hands, or both feet, or of one foot and one hand, or of both eyes; and

WHEREAS, the advanced nature of health care has saved many service members' lives during the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and those who have survived traumatic injuries are more likely to be disabled; many of the service members who have been 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability are amputees and have had to endure excruciating and debilitating injuries and will have to live with these disabilities for the rest of their lives; and

WHEREAS, being 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability creates an extraordinarily difficult financial situation, forcing veterans and their families to incur tremendous costs that are not necessarily covered by Veterans Administration benefits; the benefits that are provided may not become active for several weeks or months following a disabled veteran's discharge from the military, an extremely challenging time for any veteran who has had multiple limbs amputated or has been disfigured by a terrorist bomb; and

WHEREAS, the American people and the citizens of the Commonwealth owe a debt of gratitude to the soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines for their dedication and honor in defending our nation; it is the federal government's obligation to ensure that the members of the armed forces protecting our nation are adequately compensated for their profound sacrifices; and

WHEREAS, there are several proposals in the United States Congress to increase the death benefit to families of a service member killed in Iraq or Afghanistan from $12,000 to $100,000; for example, Senate Bill 77, sponsored by Senators Sessions and Lieberman and supported by President Bush, provides an increased death benefit of $100,000 but does not offer any benefit to service members who have been 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability; and

WHEREAS, families of service members who have been killed in battle deserve a larger death benefit, it is also true that families of service members 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability by virtue of their defense of our country should receive a $100,000 lump-sum payment to provide for short-term financial difficulty and as a small token of appreciation for their sacrifice to this nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky expresses its utmost support to the veterans of this Commonwealth and this nation who have been, according to the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability as a result of injuries incurred during Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes the heroic deeds of these veterans in protecting our nation and hopes to ameliorate their financial position to ensure that they and their families are able to rehabilitate themselves to the greatest extent possible.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the United States Congress to provide to Veterans who are, according to the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, 100 percent disabled or totally disabled based on individual unemployability, a lump-sum payment of $100,000, the same as the death benefit proposed for families of service members killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to: George Bush, President of the United States, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20500; Jeff Sessions, United States Senator, 335 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510-0104; Joe Lieberman, United States Senator, 706 Hart Office Building, Washington, DC 20510; and to each member of the Commonwealth of Kentucky's Congressional Delegation.
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