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A RESOLUTION commending the Highway Watch® Program and participation of the Kentucky Motor Transport Association in a nationwide effort to improve the safety and security of America's highways.

WHEREAS, the transportation industry is large and diverse with the potential to be on alert for security threats and highway danger; and

WHEREAS, the security of our nation's road transportation system is critical to protect interstate commercial trade that contributes to economic expansion in Kentucky and throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, large vehicles and hazardous cargo on our nation's highways are susceptible to terrorists who could use them as weapons; and

WHEREAS, traffic congestion, crime, and accidents on our nation's highways are challenging problems that should be reduced; in 2004, more than 950 traffic fatalities were recorded in Kentucky alone; and

WHEREAS, Highway Watch® strives to reduce the number of highway accidents, serious injuries, and deaths through the identification of unsafe drivers; and

WHEREAS, through the Highway Watch® Program, transportation professionals are trained to avoid becoming targets of terrorism and to use their wireless communication technology to report highway dangers to an operator who takes information from the driver and then contacts the proper authorities; and

WHEREAS, the American Trucking Associations, working with the Transportation Security Administration, administers Highway Watch® by providing $19.3 million in grant money to participating states; and

WHEREAS, the Highway Watch® Program was created through a network of partnerships, including the trucking industry, law enforcement agencies, and state and federal departments of transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Highway Watch® Program is greatly beneficial to the safety and security of Kentucky's citizens, highway infrastructure, and transportation industry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky commends the American Trucking Associations and the Transportation Security Administration for instituting the Highway Watch® Program which has made both our Commonwealth and nation safer with respect to the dangers of terrorism and accidents on our highways. By participating in the Highway Watch® Program, the Kentucky Motor Transport Association has contributed in making the Commonwealth of Kentucky more safe and secure.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Anna Taylor, Kentucky Highway Watch® State Coordinator, Kentucky Motor Transport Association, Inc., Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 and Rear Admiral David M. Stone, Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security for the Transportation Security Administration, TSA-1, Transportation Security Administration, 601 South 12th Street, Arlington, Virginia 22202-4220.
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