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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky National Guard to name its Lexington armory after Major General John Russell Groves, Jr.

WHEREAS, General John Russell Groves, Jr., 57, died in a sport aviation accident in Bardstown, Kentucky; and he was the son of the late John Russell Groves and Lida Garred Groves of Lexington; and

WHEREAS, as a traditional citizen-soldier, Major General Groves set the standard for balancing family involvement, community service, and professional civilian career with military service to his state and nation; and

WHEREAS, General Groves was initially appointed as the Adjutant General of the Commonwealth of Kentucky by Governor Paul E. Patton on December 12, 1995, and he was reappointed again on December 9, 1999; as adjutant general, he served as the principal military advisor to the Governor and as commanding general for the 7,500 soldiers and airmen of Kentucky's Army and Air National Guard, as well as overseeing operation of the state Divisions of Emergency Management and Air Transport; he was a registered architect, licensed attorney, and holder of a Ph.D. in education, and served as the state's adjutant general while on a leave of absence from the University of Kentucky where he was the Assistant Dean of the College of Architecture; and he returned to a teaching position at the UK School of Architecture in August 2001; and

WHEREAS, with more than 36 years of military service ranging from infantry officer to combat engineer, General Groves was commissioned through officer candidate school in 1968, following four years of service as an enlisted soldier; and ultimately he would command units at the company, battalion, regiment, and brigade level prior to his selection as commanding general of the Kentucky Guard; and

WHEREAS, General Groves's leadership of the Kentucky National Guard and the Department of Military Affairs led to the increased development of Bluegrass Station, an emphasis on armory improvement and replacement, and the expansion of the Wendell H. Ford Regional Training Center in Greenville, making the Kentucky National Guard an integral partner with Fort Campbell and Fort Knox in "Fort Kentucky"; his efforts also saw the establishment of the Kentucky Youth Challenge Program and the success of the National Guard Tuition Assistance Program; he helped put Kentucky on the international map with his establishment of the Kentucky-Ecuador State Partnership Program, while also overseeing Guard participation in humanitarian construction projects during Operation "New Horizons" in the South American Nation and personally directing the largest emergency activation of National Guard soldiers and airmen in Commonwealth history in response to the devastating floods of 1997; and MG Groves additionally oversaw development of Kentucky's Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team, forecasting the Kentucky National Guard's critical role in homeland security; and

WHEREAS, in 1995, he was appointed as one of the first National Guard officers to serve as adjunct faculty at the United States Army War College Strategic Studies Institute in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and was subsequently selected in 1997 by the Secretary of Defense for membership on the Reserve Forces Policy Board; in April of 2002, he was named by the Chief of Staff of the Army as a member of the War College's Board of Visitors, where he served as Chair of the Academic Affairs and Outreach Committee; and, in addition to his teaching duties at the University of Kentucky and private practice as an architect, he also served as both Commissioner (1980-81) and Deputy Commissioner (1978-79) of the Kentucky Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction; and

WHEREAS, he was an accomplished private pilot, sailor, sport parachutist, and outdoor enthusiast who was well known for organizing family running, backpacking, mountain climbing, and mountain biking expeditions; as well, he was the author of numerous articles published in professional architectural and military journals, while also actively engaging in community service to include appointments to the boards of the Blue Grass Council of the Boy Scouts of America, Kentucky Partners Chapter of the Partners of the Americas, Lexington Fayette County Airport Board, Kentucky Heritage Council, University of Kentucky Alumni Association, and Kentucky Historic Properties Commission; and he served as both Vestry Member and Senior Warden at the Church of the Good Shepherd Episcopal; and

WHEREAS, a graduate of the University of Kentucky College of Architecture and Law School, General Groves was also an Eagle Scout and member of the Graduate Hall of Distinction at Lexington's Bryan Station Senior High School, in addition to being selected for induction in the Army's Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame at Fort Benning, Georgia; and his military awards include the Meritorious Service Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation Medal, and the Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal with Silver Oak Leaf Cluster, in addition to the Special Forces Tab and Air Assault and Parachutist badges; and

WHEREAS, General Groves is survived by his wife, Barbara Meyer Groves; his sister, Lida Clark Groves; his son, Captain John Marshall Groves; his son and daughter-in-law, Captain Matthew Meyer Groves and Jennifer Givens Groves; and his daughter, Elise Elizabeth Groves;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges the Kentucky National Guard to name its Lexington armory after Major General John Russell Groves, Jr.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives urges that the new signage at the Lexington armory reflect the achievements of Major General John Russell Groves, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Barbara Meyer Groves, 718 Camino Road, Lexington, KY 40502 and Adjutant General Donald C. Storm.
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