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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of John R. Gaines.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to John R. Gaines, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines was born on November 22, 1928, a native of Sherburne, New York, and longtime resident of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 11, 2005; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines was the loving son of the late Clarence F. and Amelia Ryan Gaines; he was the devoted husband of Joan Benziger Gaines; he was the loving father of a daughter, Gloria Gaines Callen of New York City, and a son, Thomas B. Gaines of Lexington; and he also leaves behind three loving sisters, Mary Gaines of New York City, Joan Dinneen of Winter Park, Florida, and Barbara Fernandez of Newport, Rhode Island; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines graduated from Culver Military Academy in Indiana, where he was a member of the varsity cross-country and boxing teams; he received an A. B. degree in English from the University of Notre Dame, and an A. B. Degree in genetics from the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines served his country with honor and distinction in the United States Air Force, where he attained the rank of lieutenant, and he served as an intelligence officer in the Pentagon; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines's grandfather, Thomas P. Gaines, had trotting horses in the early 1900s and his father, Clarence F. Gaines, continued that tradition; his grandfather ran a feed business and his father developed a nutritionally balanced dog food; and Gaines Dog Food was sold to General Foods in 1956; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines inherited a standardbred operation begun by his grandfather in 1925, and he was the first to syndicate a trotter, Demon Hanover, who went on to win the Hambletonian; he bred another Hambletonian winner, Kerry Way, who won trotting's biggest race in 1963; he and two partners raced 1967 Hambletonian winner Speedy Streak, and Gainesway bred and owned Classical Way, who set a world record for a trotting mare in 1980; he received the Harness Tracks of America Award of Merit and the United States Trotting Association's Special Award for inventing the Gaines-Guards, which is now a mandatory piece of safety equipment for racing sulkies in North America; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines started a thoroughbred division of Gainesway Farm in 1962; the farm was home to Cannonade, Czaravich, Irish River, Plugged Nickel, Vaguely Noble, LeEmigrant, and Riverman; he acquired, syndicated, stood, and managed such top stallions as Lyphard, Riverman, Blushing Groom, Vaguely Noble, and Broad Brush; Gainesway was one of the first farms to start multiple breeding sessions, and for many years the farm was a leading yearling consignor to Keeneland and Saratoga; he also owned and stood Bold Bidder, who sired Kentucky Derby and Preakness winner Spectacular Bid; he bred Halo, who sired Kentucky Derby winner Sunny's Halo and Sunday Silence, who won the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Breeders' Cup classic; in 1989, he sold Gainesway Farm, and a few years later, he re-entered the thoroughbred business with his son and daughter in the highly successful operation of John R. Gaines Thoroughbred; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines was the inspiration for the Breeders' Cup, which was started in 1984, and noted as the world's richest horse racing event; he was a founder of the National Thoroughbred Association, which later became the National Thoroughbred Racing Association; he was instrumental in the founding of the Kentucky Horse Park and the Maxwell H. Gluck Center for Equine Research at the University of Kentucky; he also was the founder of The Gaines Center for the Humanities at the University of Kentucky, and played an instrumental role in the founding of the Kentucky Equine Educational Project; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines was the recipient of the Eclipse Award of Merit; The Thoroughbred Club of America named him its Man of the Year in 1991, and in 1992 he was inducted into the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame; he also received the Duke of Devonshire Award for improving English breeding and racing, as well as the Lord Derby Award for his contributions to English racing; and he entertained England's Queen Elizabeth at Gainesway Farm during her first visit to Kentucky in 1984; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines described his vocation as a horse breeder, and avocations as being civics, art history, religious thought, and education; he had a deep appreciation for the arts, and he was a director of the National Gallery of Art in Washington; he served on the Metropolitan Museum of Art department of drawings, and the boards of Harvard University's Fogg Museum and Louisville's Speed Museum; he was instrumental in securing funding for the University of Kentucky Art Museum, and contributed his own money for museum acquisitions; he was a philanthropist, in the truest sense of the word, and along with his wife Joan, was the chair or co-chair of fund drives that raised more than $100 million for education, arts and sciences, and religion; he collected art works for many years and sold part of his collection at Sotheby's in 1986, and the 46 drawings brought $21.28 million, and included in this collection was Leonardo da Vinci's "Child With a Lamb," which sold for a record $3.6 million; and

WHEREAS, through the years, John R. Gaines had been a member of the University of Kentucky board of trustees, Transylvania University board of curators, and the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence; he had been a member of the Catholic Lay Commission on Poverty and the United States Economy; and he also was one of the original members of Bluegrass Tomorrow Inc.; and

WHEREAS, John R. Gaines was a devout member of the Holy Spirit Catholic Church at the Newman Center in Lexington, and he also had been a major benefactor of the Catholic Newman Center; and

WHEREAS, the passing of John R. Gaines has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of John R. Gaines, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of John R. Gaines.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Joan Benziger Gaines, Gaines-Gentry Thoroughbreds, 301 East Main Street, Suite 650, Lexington, Kentucky 40507.
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