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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Dr. Ronald Roland Masden.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Dr. Ronald Roland Masden, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Ronald Roland Masden was born on January 3, 1940, a native of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on December 2, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Roland Masden was the loving son of the late Woodrow Ray and Nancye Roland Masden; he was the devoted husband of Becky Masden; he was the loving father of Candace L. Nassar, Marc S. Masden, Catherine A. Masden, and John W. Masden; he was the proud grandfather of three grandchildren; he was the proud uncle of three nieces and a nephew; and he also leaves behind a brother, the Reverend Dann P. Masden, a sister, Dr. Penelope Masden-Copas, and a step-mother, Edith Bowlin Masden; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Roland Masden served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Navy, where he attained the rank of lieutenant commander; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Roland Masden graduated from Shepherdsville High School, where he played basketball; he graduated from the University of Kentucky with a bachelor's degree and received his medical degree from the University of Louisville Medical School; he served his internship with Washington University's Barnes Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri, and he began his internal and cardiology medical residency at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia; he was the senior assistant surgeon at the Center for Disease Control with the United States Public Health Service in Atlanta, Georgia; and he was a full professor at the University of Louisville School of Medicine; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Roland Masden was held in high esteem by his peers in the medical profession; he was a pioneering interventional cardiologist and served as director of cardiac catheterization facilities at the Jewish Hospital Rudd Heart and Lung Center for more than thirty years; throughout his medical career, he performed more than 12,000 cardiac catheterizations and 7,000 percutaneous coronary interventional procedures; he was credited with performing almost all the "firsts" among coronary interventional procedures in Kentucky, including the first coronary balloon angioplasty in 1981; he performed the first directional coronary atherectomy (DCA) on Representative Charles L. Siler in 1990, and the second DCA on former Representative Walter Baker; he performed the first coronary stent deployment in 1994, the first excimer laser coronary angioplasty in 1995, and the first percutaneous myocardial revascularization procedure in 1998; he had trained more than 200 cardiology fellows during his professional career, and he was involved in numerous major clinical trials using innovative modalities and therapies in interventional cardiology; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Roland Masden  was certified by the American Boards of Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Medicine, and Interventional Cardiology; he was a fellow of the American College of Cardiology, American College of Chest Physicians, and the Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions; he was a member of Alpha Omega Alpha, American Society of Internal Medicine, American Society of Chest Physicians, and the prestigious Pendennis Club; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Ronald Roland Masden has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Dr. Ronald Roland Masden, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Dr. Ronald Roland Masden;

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Becky Masden, 1028 Cherokee Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40304.
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