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A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Louisville Football Cardinals, 2004 Conference USA and AutoZone Liberty Bowl Champions.

WHEREAS, the 2004 University of Louisville Football team, arguably the greatest in school history, tied a school record with 11 wins against a solitary loss and achieved the highest ranking in school history of sixth on the Associated Press Poll and seventh in the ESPN/USA Today Coaches' Poll; and

WHEREAS, from the first game of the season, the Governor's Cup-winning 28-0 demolition of arch rival Kentucky, to the heart-stopping 44-40 AutoZone Liberty Bowl victory over  previously unbeaten Boise State, the Cardinals thrilled fans with their speed, tenacity, and athleticism; and

WHEREAS, the calling card of this Cardinal team was offense, setting 11 school and 10 conference records, leading the nation in both total offense, at 539 yards per game, and scoring offense, averaging almost 50 points a contest; and

WHEREAS, the defense of this year's Cardinal team showed vast improvement and turned into an aggressive, ball-hawking unit, holding opponents to under 20 points per game under the leadership of a quartet of seniors: safety Kerry Rhodes, linebacker Robert McCune, and defensive linemen Marcus Jones and Booby Leffew; and

WHEREAS, the unquestioned leader of the Cardinal offense was senior quarterback Stefan LeFors, who was named Conference USA Co-Offensive Player of the Year, and who led the nation in completion percentage and passing efficiency; and

WHEREAS, the offense was not a one-man-show; in fact, the offense boasted a diverse array of incredibly gifted athletes who sacrificed individual accomplishment and statistical records for team success, including running backs Eric Shelton, Michael Bush, Lionel Gates and Kolby Smith; receivers J.R. Russell, Joshua Tinch, and Montrell Jones; and freshman quarterback Brian Brohm, who was named Conference USA Freshman of the Year; and

WHEREAS, 10 members of this talented squad received all conference honors, and junior offensive tackle Travis Leffew was named to several all-American squads; and

WHEREAS, the mastermind behind this splendid season was head coach Bobby Petrino, who was named the Conference USA Coach of the Year; and

WHEREAS, the 2004 University of Louisville Football team, by showing the rewards of sacrifice and team unity, should serve as a model for young people as to what can be accomplished through hard work and selfless dedication; and

WHEREAS, the 2004 University of Louisville Football team has thrilled fans not only in the city of Louisville but across the Commonwealth, and their exploits will be written indelibly in the annals of Kentucky gridiron history as perhaps the greatest college football team this Commonwealth has ever seen;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do offer their heartiest congratulations to the 2004 University of Louisville football team, head coach Bobby Petrino and his staff, Athletics Director Tom Jurich, and President James R. Ramsey on the team's accomplishments during this past season, and wish the university, coaches, and players continued success in future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to provide copies of this Resolution to President James R. Ramsey, Athletics Director Tom Jurich, and Coach Bobby Petrino of the University of Louisville on the occasion of their visit to the House of Representatives.
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