UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/24/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS BR 1811


A RESOLUTION honoring the citizens of Kentucky who have been inadvertently overlooked by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, it has been the custom of both chambers of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to recognize and honor citizens of the Commonwealth who have made noteworthy contributions to the life and culture of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, most of the men and women who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States have never won a medal, but are "heroes" nonetheless for their unheralded courage, patriotism, professionalism, and dedication to duty, often in conditions unimaginable to the mass of their fellow Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, most peace officers and firefighters have never won awards for valor, but have served their communities quietly, but effectively, always ready to place their lives in danger in order to "protect and serve," neither asking for nor expecting public acclaim; and

WHEREAS, most educators in the Commonwealth will not win the Nobel Prize or be accorded "Teacher of the Year" honors, but still educate and mentor their students, driven not only to teach, but to educate, to inspire, and to inform their students; and

WHEREAS, the vast majority of coaches in Kentucky will not have teams in the NCAA Tournament or have teams that are crowned "State Champions," but continue to coach, continue to teach the young men and women of the Commonwealth the invaluable life lessons of the value of hard work, teamwork, and sportsmanship, and the truth in the phrase "It isn't whether you win or lose, but how you play the game"; and

WHEREAS, most mothers of this Commonwealth will never be recognized as "Mother of the Year," even though the future of our society is determined by a mother's influence in molding the character of her children through love and obedience; and

WHEREAS, most fathers of this Commonwealth will never be recognized as "Father of the Year," even though they are the protectors of their families, their love is strong, enduring, and as boundless as the sea, and they inspire their children to grow into confident, law-abiding, and responsible citizens; and

WHEREAS, the overwhelming majority of the citizens of this beautiful Commonwealth are "only" ordinary people, people who love their neighbor, and help all in need as best they can, but will never be known as philanthropists, because they do not donate millions of dollars; and 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of the citizens of this Commonwealth go to work each day, pay their taxes, and obey the law, trying to be good citizens and decent and caring individuals, but will never have a "human interest" story to praise their everyday struggles and triumphs; and

WHEREAS, it is the veteran, the peace officer, the firefighter, the educator, the coach, the mother, the father, and the caring neighbor that make Kentucky the wonderful place to live that it is;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor the veteran, the peace officer, the firefighter, the educator, the coach, the mother, the father, and the caring neighbor that have been inadvertently overlooked by this honorable body.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the citizens of this Commonwealth who contribute their time and talents toward making Kentucky a wonderful place to live.
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