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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Mills Davis.

WHEREAS, Mills Davis was born on July 15, 1971, a native of Bowling Green, Warren County, Kentucky; she is the loving daughter of Pam and William Funk, the loving sister of Bill Funk, and she is the devoted wife of Dan Davis; and

WHEREAS, Mills Davis graduated from Bowling Green High School; she graduated from Centre College in 1993 with a bachelor of arts degree in Economics and Anthropology, and while attending Centre College, she traveled in Europe and the Yucatan Peninsula to further her studies; and

WHEREAS, Mills Davis got her first taste of mountain climbing on an Outward Bound excursion to Montana, and over the next nine years, she scaled Grand Teton in Wyoming (13,771 feet), Mount Ranier in Washington (14,410 feet), and highest peaks in North and South America, Mount McKinley in Alaska (20,320 feet) and Aconcagua in Argentina (22,841 feet); and

WHEREAS, Mills Davis has distinguished herself as the first Kentuckian to reach the highest point on the planet, Mount Everest; only 1,413 people have managed to set foot on the steep, narrow summit, and fewer than 100 women have summited the Himalayan rock known to the Nepalese as Chomolungma, Goddess Mother of the World; and

WHEREAS, on March 27, 2004, Mills Davis flew to Katmandu, Nepal, and on April 1, 2004, her expedition of seven climbers, which was led by Alpine Ascents International and brave Sherpa guides, began the long and arduous journey to the peak of Mount Everest; they hiked for 10 days to reach the base camp at 17,500 feet; they crossed a ladder at the Khumbu Ice Fall at 19,000 feet, and the constantly shifting ice fall is the most dangerous part of the western approach to Mount Everest, where more climbers have died in the Ice Fall than any other part of the mountain; on May 18, 2004, assisted by oxygen tanks and Sherpa guides, the group launched its push to the summit, which took seven days, and they climbed approximately 10,000 feet straight into the sky; the last part of the journey began at 10:00 p.m. on May 23, 2004, and took 11 hours to achieve, and most of the steps taken of the final 3,035 feet were in pitch darkness, and illuminated only by a feeble beam of each climber's head lamp; and at 9:09 a.m. May 24, 2004, Mills Davis and her group reached the summit of Mount Everest; and

WHEREAS, when she began the hard last hours of the climb, she could see brilliant stars around her, she watched the sunrise over China, saw the curvature of the earth, and looked down at the clouds, which were 20,000 feet below her; and as she stood at the top of the Earth at 29,035 feet above sea level, where nothing and no one is higher, she proudly waved a Girls Inc. "No dream is too high" banner, demonstrating to girls around the world that anything is possible with determination, stamina, and perseverance;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives is indeed proud and honored to recognize Mills Davis for her incredible success at reaching the earth's highest peak, Mount Everest. She has brought distinction to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and we wish her success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Mills Davis.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mills Davis, 569 Stone Bluff Lane, Alvaton, Kentucky 42122.
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