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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Lance Thompson was born March 26, 1983, in Muncie, Indiana, and traversed these earthly bounds November 15, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Lance Thompson was the loving son of Gregory Thompson and Melanie Smith; he was the devoted husband of Dawn Case Thompson; he was the caring brother of three brothers, Matthew Dalton, Phillip Thompson, and Alexander Thompson, and two sisters, Lindsay Thompson and Katelyn Thompson; he was the loving grandson of Carlos Reese, Shirley Reese, and Jeanne Thompson; and he leaves behind many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, Lance Thompson had grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins in Fleming County, Kentucky, and visited them often; and

WHEREAS, Lance Thompson grew up in Grant County, Indiana, and was a 2001 graduate of Eastbrook High School, where he was a standout wrestler; he joined the United States Marine Corps a few months after graduation; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Thompson was a member of the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Expeditionary Force, of Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton in California; as a member of the "2-5," the most highly decorated infantry battalion in the history of the United States Marine Corps, Lance Corporal Thompson was part of the March 2003 lead invasion of Iraq, which was successful in its drive to the Iraqi capital of Baghdad; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Thompson's personal motto was "gung-ho," and his patriotic spirit was well-known among his comrades and family alike; he was redeployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in September of 2004 for a second tour of duty in Iraq; and

WHEREAS, the life of Lance Corporal Thompson ended prematurely during enemy action in the city of Ar Ramadi, Al Anbar Province, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Thompson followed in a long line of military men in serving his country with honor and distinction; both his father and brother have served our nation in the United States Marine Corps, while his grandfather served during World War II; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Thompson valiantly served this nation with honor and distinction; he exemplified stellar skills as a soldier and was a proven leader; he was posthumously awarded a Purple Heart and several other military honors; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to: the wife of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson, Mrs. Dawn Case Thompson; the mother of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson, Mrs. Melanie Smith, 13189 Towne Road, Westfield, Indiana 46074; the father of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson, Mr. Gregory Thompson, 5384 South Strawtown Pike, Marion, Indiana 46953; and the grandmother of Lance Corporal Lance M. Thompson, Mrs. Jeanne Thompson.
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