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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to reauthorize the abandoned mine land (AML) reclamation fee and appropriate money collected in the federal AML Trust Fund.

WHEREAS, abandoned mine lands (AML) located in Kentucky contain thousands of unreclaimed acres and have adversely impacted miles of streams; and

WHEREAS, many of these lands threaten the health and safety of Kentucky residents who live near them; and

WHEREAS, the estimated cost to reclaim these Kentucky AML sites exceeds $300,000,000; and

WHEREAS, Congress, in 1977, authorized states to develop AML reclamation programs and provided funding for state AML programs through a fee on coal production; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky, through the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet, Department for Natural Resources, has had a successful AML reclamation program for almost twenty-five years; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's AML reclamation program has closed over 2,000 portals and mine openings, eliminated 2,000 dangerous landslides, provided drinking water to over 9,800 residences, and has won national awards for its project at Pleasant View Mine in Hopkins county in 2000; and

WHEREAS, AML construction projects provide contracts for Kentucky firms and jobs for Kentucky workers; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is the nation's third largest coal-producing state, and Kentucky coal producers have paid an average of over $28 million a year in AML fees over the past five years; and

WHEREAS, the fees collected are placed in the federal AML Reclamation Trust Fund, and one-half of the fees are allocated to the state where the fees were collected; and

WHEREAS, there is now a balance of more than $1.6 billion in the AML Reclamation Trust Fund that has been collected from coal producers but not appropriated by Congress, and Kentucky's state share of the balance is over $124,000,000; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's AML program receives approximately $16,000,000 a year in federal grants; and

WHEREAS, the AML fee was scheduled to expire on September 30, 2004, and when Congress failed to agree on legislation to reauthorize the fee, the fee was temporarily extended to June 30, 2005; and

WHEREAS, reauthoriztion of the AML fee would allow Kentucky to continue its important work in reclaiming hazardous features caused by abandoned mine lands; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has been working with the National Governors' Association, the Interstate Mining Compact Commission, the national Association of Abandoned Mine Land programs, and other states to urge Congress to pass legislation to reauthorize the AML fee;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges Congress to approve a long-term reauthorization of the AML reclamation fee and provide for the return of the unappropriated state share balances of the AML Reclamation Trust Fund to the states.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky congressional delegation.
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