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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Robert Smotherman upon the occasion of his imminent retirement on June 30, 2005 as Superintendent of the Bardstown School District.

WHEREAS, Robert Smotherman is a native of Nashville, Tennessee, and longtime resident of Bardstown, Nelson County, Kentucky; he is the devoted husband of Janice Smotherman, and he is the loving father of four children, Laura Smotherman, Susan Smotherman, Rob Smotherman, and David Smotherman; and

WHEREAS, Robert Smotherman graduated from Duke University; he earned his master's degree from Vanderbilt University, and he earned his Ph.D. from Peabody College; and

WHEREAS, Robert Smotherman served in schools in Atlanta, Georgia; Nashville, Tennessee; and Birmingham, Alabama; and his accomplishments as an educator exemplified his professionalism in the classroom; he served as assistant superintendent of the Kingsport Tennessee City Schools, and in 1983, he was appointed Superintendent of the Bardstown School District; and

WHEREAS, during his career as Superintendent of the Bardstown School District, Robert Smotherman established the first school district in Kentucky to create a private educational foundation that raises funding for its schools, and the first district to offer education for four-year olds without regard to economic or special education status, and later, applied the same to three-year olds; under his auspices, the Bardstown School District was the first public school in Kentucky to mandate school uniforms for all grade levels, and the first district to adopt a year-round calendar for all grades; during his tenure as superintendent, Bardstown has had one of the highest student growth rates in the state, and during this time, he guided the district through expansion and renovation projects, which included the creation of a new middle school and primary school, and he has been a strong advocate of adult education; and

WHEREAS, Robert Smotherman helped organize and became the first president of the Kentucky Association for Year Round Schools in 1996; in 1997, he was the recipient of the Jensen Award from the National Association for Year Round Education, where he also served on the board and as president; he has been recognized as one of the Top 100 Superintendents in America; he was the recipient of the Kentucky Department of Education's "Good Apple" Award, and other honors include being named among the Outstanding Young Men in America and also being the recipient of the American Legion Award for Educational Excellence; and he was inducted into the Bardstown-Nelson County Hall of Fame in 2003; and

WHEREAS, Robert Smotherman will be retiring on June 30, 2005, after 22 years of dedicated service as Superintendent of the Bardstown School District;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby applaud and congratulate Robert Smotherman upon 22 years of dedicated service as Superintendent of the Bardstown School District. We thank him for the distinction he has brought to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and we wish him success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Robert Smotherman upon the occasion of his imminent retirement on June 30, 2005 as Superintendent of the Bardstown School District.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Robert Smotherman, Superintendent of the Bardstown School District, 308 North Fifth Street, Bardstown, Kentucky 40004.
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