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A RESOLUTION recognizing a quarter century of dedicated service to the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky by the Gentleman from Woodford 56 and the Gentleman from Madison 81.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to take pause to recognize milestones achieved by certain members who have distinguished themselves as devoted public servants; and

WHEREAS, in 1980, Representative Harry Moberly and Representative Joe Barrows entered this august body as freshman legislators, marking the beginning of more than two decades of stellar legislative service; and

WHEREAS, upon their arrival in the House of Representatives, both Representative Barrows and Representative Moberly soon discovered a General Assembly dominated by an all-powerful executive, hardly able to fulfill its constitutional duties as a co-equal branch of government; and

WHEREAS, these two outstanding members joined a small cadre of idealistic legislators, known as the "Young Turks," who began laying the groundwork for what would ultimately be known as the "Legislative Independence Movement", as the General Assembly began to take steps toward what has become a proactive legislative body, truly independent of the executive branch, and facing monumental challenges such as education reform; and

WHEREAS, a major element of today's independent General Assembly has been the development of a professional budget process, and both of these members have contributed tirelessly to that endeavor, ensuring that the legislative branch no longer serves as a rubber stamp for the executive branch; and

WHEREAS, these two friends and colleagues rose together from "Young Turks" to outstanding leaders, leaving their individual and collective marks on nearly every significant piece of legislation enacted over the past 25 years, serving not only the constituents of their districts, but all people across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby extends to the Gentleman from Madison 81 and the Gentleman from Woodford 56 its heartfelt congratulations and gratitude for 25 years of faithful service to the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the House adjourns this day, it does so in honor of these two outstanding members, each of whom in his own way, has earned the title, "Public Servant."
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