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A RESOLUTION expressing sympathy to the victims of the December 26th, 2004, tsunami in the Indian Ocean.

WHEREAS, at 12:59 a.m. GMT on Sunday, December 26, 2004, an earthquake with a Richter Scale rating of around 9.0, an intensity not seen in decades in the region, occurred in the Indian Ocean, off of the coast of Sumatra, Indonesia causing a wave of water hundreds of feet high and hundreds of miles long to begin a tragic course toward many heavily-populated coastal regions in the Indian Ocean area reaching not only Asia, but also the East Coast of Africa; and

WHEREAS, the death toll has been recorded at 155,000 people in more than 11 countries including: Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Tanzania, Bangladesh, Somalia, Kenya, and Seychelles; and

WHEREAS, images of the devastation and havoc created by the tsunami have shocked the citizens not only of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, but also the whole world; and

WHEREAS, the resulting devastation to the coastal areas' and islands' infrastructures will continue to add to the horrible toll for a considerable time; and

WHEREAS, an indescribable toll will be further assessed, exacted of human currency, and paid for years to come by the families of those killed in this most inhumane disaster; and

WHEREAS, the world has gathered its humanitarian resources and is coming to the aid of these affected countries in a way that promises to be unprecedented;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby offer its sincerest condolences to the untold families affected by the tsunami in the Indian Ocean of December 26, 2004, that has so far claimed more than 155,000 souls.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives further recognizes that if any good can come from this disaster, that it may be realized in the coming together of the citizens of the world working in humanitarian causes to aid the sick, the suffering, and the bereaved, while hoping that every person from every country affected by this disaster, no matter how unfamiliar the culture and customs, may experience the compassion, comfort, and unity that humanity has the capacity to offer.
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