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A RESOLUTION urging Congress to reexamine the Fair and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act of 2004, and clarify that the intent of the Act was for the tobacco companies to make the 2004 Phase II payment to tobacco growers and quota owners.

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Fair and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act of 2004 in the fall of 2004; and

WHEREAS, the intent of the Act was for the tobacco companies to make the 2004 Phase II payment to tobacco growers and quota owners; and

WHEREAS, a recent court decision has ruled that the companies are not required to make the 2004 Phase II payment; and

WHEREAS, approximately 160,000 tobacco growers and quota owners are depending on the 2004 payment to make farm payments and pay operating expenses; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky will lose approximately $124 million if the Phase II payment isn't made; and

WHEREAS, this loss of anticipated income will devastate an already fragile farm economy in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the 2004 Phase II payment is absolutely critical to enable tobacco growers and quota holders to maintain stability in their rural communities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This body urges Congress to reexamine the Fair and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act of 2004, and clarify that the intent of the Act was for the tobacco companies to make the 2004 Phase II payment to tobacco growers and quota owners.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be transmitted to each member of Kentucky's Congressional delegation.

Page 1 of 1
BR084200.100-842



