UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/02/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS BR 1095


A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress and the United States Department of Agriculture to undertake measures necessary to allow tobacco growers to sell their excess 2004 crop.

WHEREAS, on October 22, 2004, the President signed into law the Fair and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act of 2004; and

WHEREAS, the tobacco quota buyout legislation represents the most significant change in the tobacco production program since the 1930s; and

WHEREAS, the buyout means there will be no constraints on who can produce tobacco, where it is grown, how much can be marketed, and what the price may be; and

WHEREAS, the tobacco production system will shift to contracting directly with tobacco companies; and

WHEREAS, many quota owners and growers may decide to quit tobacco production altogether; and

WHEREAS, some growers may have excess tobacco remaining from their 2004 crop, but, because of federal laws and regulations, cannot sell it; and

WHEREAS, at least one large tobacco company has indicated it will not accept carry-over tobacco, or tobacco produced and harvested in a prior crop year; and

WHEREAS, it is important that tobacco growers be able to sell all their 2004 leaf crop;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Kentucky General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky strongly urges the United States Congress and the United States Department of Agriculture to take the necessary steps to allow tobacco producers to sell the excess tobacco from their 2004 crop.

Section 2.   Copies of this Resolution shall be transmitted to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, to each member of the Commonwealth's delegation to the Congress of the United States, and to the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture.
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