UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/02/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS BR 809


A RESOLUTION honoring Steven Louis Block for the generous gift of his private collection of lithographs of James McNeill Whistler to the Louisville Speed Art Museum and the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Steven Louis Block is a native son of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, born in Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Steven Louis Block has distinguished himself academically as a graduate of the University of Louisville, and Harvard University, as well as being a Ford Foundation Scholar; and

WHEREAS, Steven Louis Block has distinguished himself professionally and philanthropically by serving in Western Sicily in a precursor of the American Peace Corps and by serving in Washington, D.C. with the Office of Economic Opportunity, being one of the founders of Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA), a program that takes persons from diverse backgrounds and unites them in a cause benefiting the disadvantaged individually and in community; and

WHEREAS, Steven Louis Block began to express his interest in collecting art in the late 1970s when he came across the lithographs of James McNeill Whistler, and, impressed with the intimacy of these pieces, Steven Louis Block, with the help of many prominent figures in the art community, began to assemble the 87 works which comprise the largest private collection of the lithographs of James McNeill Whistler and approximately half of the entirety of the lithographic works of the artist; and

WHEREAS, in October of 2004, the Speed Art Museum in Louisville acquired this priceless collection in large part as a gift from Steven Louis Block, who seized on the opportunity to share the works of James McNeill Whistler in a permanent setting with the citizens of the Commonwealth and with all who would travel to Louisville to view these remarkable works; and

WHEREAS, James McNeill Whistler began experimenting with the lithographic process in the late 1870s and continued through the year of his death in 1903; and

WHEREAS, the lithographic process was a new and controversial medium developed in the 19th Century and used largely for commercial purposes, but James McNeill Whistler, aware of the experimentation of many significant French artists, as well as his own interest in the method and its results, desired to popularize the art medium; and

WHEREAS, the collection of the lithographs amassed by Steven Louis Block provides not only an insight into the medium of lithography as executed by James McNeill Whistler, but also provides an invaluable insight into the artist himself and his time as his subjects were found in the everyday surroundings--his wife, friends, and landscapes;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby laud Steven Louis Block on the outstanding and generous contribution of what has become known as the largest private collection of James McNeill Whitler's lithographs to the Speed Art Museum in Louisville, Kentucky, while further acknowledging that this gift, perhaps the most significant to the Speed Art Museum of this century, is not only a gift to the museum, but also a gift to all of the citizens of Kentucky and the thousands of visitors to the museum who will, as a consequence of the gift, be able to view these works; and while James McNeill Whistler believed in the maxim "Ars gratia artis"--"art for art's sake," his collected works will now provide inspiration for scholars and artists and the public to advance art, the study of art, and the appreciation of art by all.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to provide a copy of this Resolution to Representative Susan Westrom for presentation to Mr. Steven Louis Block on the event of his visit to this chamber.
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