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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, DeShon E. Otey was born March 25, 1980, a native of Radcliff, Hardin County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds June 21, 2004; and

WHEREAS, DeShon E. Otey was the loving son of Robin Mays of Radcliff and Ronald Otey, Sr. of Roanoke, Virginia; he was the caring brother of Ronald Otey, Jr., currently serving in the Marine Corps, and Domenique Otey, both of Radcliff; and he also leaves behind many other proud family members including a stepfather, grandmothers, and stepsisters; and

WHEREAS, DeShon E. Otey graduated from North Hardin High School in 2001 where he participated in football and boxing; and

WHEREAS, DeShon E. Otey enlisted in the Marines in June 2001; he was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force based at Camp Pendleton, California; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey was transferred to Iraq in February 2004, bravely supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom, where he performed his duties as a rifleman; he was an elite marksman participating in numerous dangerous and critical missions; and

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2004, the life of Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey ended prematurely in Al Anbar Province, Iraq, when he came under attack during hostile fire; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey served his country with honor and distinction; he was buried with full military honors; for his dedicated service, he was awarded the National Defense Service Medal, the Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, a Purple Heart, the Combat Action Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Rifle Marksman Badge, and the Pistol Marksman Badge; and

WHEREAS, DeShon E. Otey was an extremely likable young man who had a very bright future before him; he was committed to the Marines and his role of service to his country; he was a member of the First Baptist Church in Elizabethtown; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the mother of Lance Corporal DeShon E. Otey, Mrs. Robin Mays, 212 Eagle Pass Drive, Radcliff, Kentucky 40160.

Page 2 of 2
BR046900.100-469



