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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Kentucky Congressional Conference Delegation and the Kentucky Workgroup on Civic Literacy and Engagement to implement a plan of action to improve the civic literacy and increase the civic engagement of Kentuckians.

WHEREAS, the Representative Democracy in America Project, a multifaceted collaboration of the National Conference of State Legislatures, the Center on Congress at Indiana University, and the Center for Civic Education, is designed to reinvigorate and educate Americans on the critical relationship between government and the people it serves; and

WHEREAS, beginning with the First Congressional Conference on Civic Education held in Washington, D.C. in September 2003, representatives of Kentucky have been active participant leaders in this national effort to address the incipient crisis of waning civic literacy and engagement of Americans, particularly among young people; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky delegation to the national conference was composed of representatives from the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government, including Kentucky Supreme Court Chief Justice Joseph E. Lambert, Secretary of State Trey Grayson, Senator Jack Westwood, Representative Tanya Pullin, Debra Williamson of the Administrative Office of the Courts, and Natalie Stiglitz of the Kentucky Department of Education; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky delegates returned to the Commonwealth energized for action, manifested by the passage of Senate Joint Resolution 80 by both chambers of the Kentucky General Assembly during the 2004 Regular Session, making Kentucky one of only three states to pass legislation as a consequence of the national conference; and 

WHEREAS, acting upon the provisions of the Resolution, the Kentucky Summit on Civic Literacy was convened on October 5, 2004, hosted at the Northern Kentucky University METS Center; and

WHEREAS, the Summit attracted more than 170 participants from across the Commonwealth, and Summit participants endorsed guiding principles and made recommendations for concrete next steps to be undertaken to improve the civic literacy and increase the civic engagement of Kentucky's citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body hereby expresses its sense that the true promise of representative democracy is completely realized only with the full and active participation of well-informed citizens, and that thoughtful, sustained, and decisive action is needed to address diminishing levels of civic literacy and civic engagement in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Congressional Conference Delegation and the Kentucky Workgroup on Civic Literacy and Engagement are encouraged to continue their efforts to improve civic literacy and engagement throughout the Commonwealth, and in accordance with their respective areas of expertise, provide leadership to act upon the following:

(a)
Collect and analyze data regarding the state of civic literacy and engagement in Kentucky through surveys, focus groups, and interviews with key stakeholders, including students and their families;

(b)
Explore exemplary practices in civic education and convene a professional development academy for social studies teachers and other civic leaders based on the results;

(c)
Convene the Second Annual Kentucky Summit on Civic Literacy; and

(d)
Study the other recommendations from the final report of the 2004 Kentucky Summit on Civic Literacy, to be released in February 2005.
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