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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to crimes and punishments

SPONSOR
Sen. Ray Jones

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

SB 154 amends KRS 218A.1422, regarding the possession of marijuana, to require mandatory jail time and fines. The measure allows the sentence to be discharged only if the offender successfully completes a drug treatment program ordered by the court.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 154 on local governments is expected to be moderate. The measure requires a minimum of 30 days of mandatory jail time for the first offense of marijuana possession, 60 days for the second offense, and 90 days for third and subsequent offenses. 

Marijuana possession is a Class A misdemeanor, therefore, local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individuals who violate provisions of the measure. Individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to one year, however, SB 154 requires that persons found guilty of marijuana possession receive mandatory jail sentences. The average cost of incarceration at a local jail is approximately $31.68 per day, entirely at the local government's expense. The measure allows the sentence to be discharged if the offender successfully completes a court ordered drug treatment program.

According to the Administrative Office of the Courts, there were approximately 14,500 convictions for marijuana possession in 2004. The number of defendants receiving mandatory jail sentences is expected to be moderate, therefore, the cost borne by local governments is moderate.
DATA SOURCE(S)
Administrative Office of the Courts; Kentucky Jailers Association
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