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AN ACT relating to employment contracts involving physicians.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 372 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Physician employer" includes any hospital, health care provider, or health care facility licensed under the Kentucky Revised Statutes, and any other employer who hires a physician as an employee for the purpose of providing health services of any kind; and
(b)
"Physician employee" means any employee of a physician employer who is a physician licensed under KRS Chapter 311 and who provides health services of any kind.
(2)
A physician employer shall not require, in any employment contract or as a condition of employment, that a physician employee:

(a)
Refrain from obtaining employment in a specified geographic area for a specific period of time after termination of employment with that physician employer; or
(b)
Disclose the terms of an offer of employment from any other physician employer, either before or following the expiration of the term of the employment contract.
(3)
Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be civilly liable for damages, attorney's fees, and costs.
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