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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to voting

SPONSOR
Senator Walter Blevins

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County clerk ; County board of elections

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

BR 282 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 117 to provide that any qualified voter in a county may vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated during the period of time that currently is allowed for absentee voting. The bill provides that the location for early voting shall be published at least 7 days prior to the early voting period, and the county board of elections shall select the number of election officials necessary to staff the early voting location. BR 282 provides that the State Board of Elections furnish county clerks with early voting rosters and early voting request forms, and instructions for the county clerk or election officials. It provides the method of recording the votes and requires that early voting ballots be tabulated in the same manner as provided by KRS Chapter 117.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 282 on county governments is moderate. The measure would allow any qualified voter to cast a ballot during the same period of time that absentee voting is allowed. According to KRS 117.085(1)(c) that would be “during normal business hours for at least the twelve (12) working days before an election.” However, a county board of elections may permit absentee voting for a period longer than the twelve working days. Absentee voting is limited to those who can not be present in the county on the day of the election and is done on a separate absentee ballot. Early voting is conducted in a similar manner as regular voting on the day of an election, within a voting booth, and is offered simply as a convenience to the voter. 

The cost associated with BR 282 would include: 

1). Public notice of the availability of early voting in a local newspaper; 

2). Personnel and elections officials pay for the twelve or more days of voting;

3). Administrative and technical support of providing the early voting availability; and

4). Possible need for additional building space, equipment, and supplies.

If there was only one early voting place in each county, probably at the county clerk’s office, and assuming only two election officers for each of twelve days, getting paid the statutory minimum of $60 per day, the cost for election officers’ salary would be approximately $172,800 statewide. The actual cost could by double or triple this, however, as many election officers receive pay that exceeds the statutory minimum, the county board of elections may require four election officers per voting place as required during the regular election, and more voting places per county may be needed in most populated counties to accommodate the potentially large number of voters choosing to vote early. Additional costs would involve personnel time to process applications, technical support related to operating the voting machines, and added security.
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