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AN ACT relating to voting.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 117 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
In addition to those voters who are qualified to vote by absentee ballot under the provisions of KRS 117.075, 117.077, or 117.085, early voting shall be available prior to any primary or regular election to any person who is eligible to vote under KRS 116.025 and who applies to the county clerk's designated early voting location during the days and times established by the county board of elections under KRS 117.085(1)(c). The designated voting location shall be the county clerk's office or any other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections.

(2)
The county clerk shall publish the designated voting location for early voting in a newspaper of general circulation at least seven (7) days before early voting begins. If the county board of elections designates and the State Board of Elections approves a voting location other than the county clerk's office, the county board of elections shall notify the county clerk of the designated voting location at least fourteen (14) days before early voting begins.

(3)
The county board of elections shall select the number of election officials necessary to adequately staff the early voting location as in any other election.

(4)
The State Board of Elections shall furnish each county clerk with an early voting roster and early voting request forms for each primary and regular election at least five (5) days before early voting begins.

(5)
An early voting election official shall record the date on all pages of an early voting roster or early voting request form and keep a daily record of the number of early ballots cast.

(6)
Before a person is permitted to cast an early vote, the county clerk or an election official shall confirm that the person meets the eligibility requirements under KRS 116.025 and the residency requirements under KRS 116.035, and shall follow the procedures in KRS 117.225 and 117.227. The voter shall sign an early voting roster or early voting request form verifying the voter meets the eligibility and residency requirements. The county clerk or an election official shall note the precinct number for each early vote cast on the early voting roster or early voting request form.

(7)
If the right of a person to vote is disputed in the early voting process, the procedure set forth in KRS 117.245 shall apply.

(8)
The county clerk or county board of elections shall furnish a voting location that adequately allows the early voter to personally and secretly execute the ballot.

(9)
Except as provided in this section, early voting shall be conducted in the same manner as voting on a primary or regular election day. Conduct that is prohibited or restricted on election day shall be subject to the same prohibitions and restrictions on the days during which early voting is conducted.

(10)
Ballots cast under this section shall be tabulated in the manner provided by KRS Chapter 117.
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