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SUBJECT/TITLE
Charter County Government

SPONSOR
Senator David Boswell 

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;

Urban-County

X
Charter County

Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks Offices; administrative offices of city and county government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 191 amends KRS 67.830 to require that a commission be formed after the filing of a petition to study both the adoption of a charter county government and the consolidation of city and county services and functions. It requires that in order to call a referendum for the question of the adoption of a charter county government or consolidation of services, a percentage of the voters from the preceding presidential election, rather than from the preceding regular election, are required to sign the petition. 

SB 191 allows the county judge/executive to appoint a designee to serve on the commission. It stipulates that the commission may recommend that no changes take place and, if so, that a referendum not be held. Further, it stipulates that the commission not submit a comprehensive plan that either sets out a charter county government or recommends that one or more services or functions of the county or cities to be consolidated.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 191 on local government would be minimal. There would be minimal costs associated with the additional duties of the commission to prepare a report. These costs would be shared by the cities and counties appointed to the commission. Additionally, the mandate would increase the workload of the county clerk. 

In order to call a referendum for the question of the adoption of a charter county government or consolidation of services, SB 191 specifies that 20% of the voters from the preceding presidential election are required to sign the petition. Currently, 20% of the voters from the preceding regular election are required to sign the petition. Generally, more voters vote in a presidential election, therefore, there would be additional work for the county clerk to verify the signatures. The following example illustrates the difference in the number of required signatures in three counties.

Signatures on a Petition* 
KRS 67.830(2)*
SB 191 Proposal**
Additional Signatures Needed

Henderson County
2,231
3,740
1509

Kenton County
6,747
13,425
6678

Marshall County
2,131
3,104
973

     *based on the 2003 General Election. 
**based on the 2004 Presidential Election. 
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