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AN ACT relating to local government referendums.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any city, county, urban-county, consolidated local government, or charter county shall be prohibited from the enactment of an ordinance related to the expansion of civil rights protection to individuals beyond those established in KRS Chapter 344 unless a question proposing the adoption of the ordinance is first submitted to and approved by the voters at the next regular general election. Ordinances related to the further expansion of civil rights protections beyond those established in KRS Chapter 344 that were enacted after 1998 shall be void until submitted to and approved by voters in accordance with this section. Prior to submission of the question to the voters, a copy of the proposed ordinance shall be published in full in a newspaper qualified under KRS 424.120 to publish advertisements for the local government. Copies of the proposed ordinance shall be made available for public inspection at the city hall or county courthouse during normal business hours. The newspaper advertisement shall also contain a statement that any citizen may obtain a copy of the ordinance and the public may be charged for duplication costs at a rate that shall not exceed twenty-five cents ($0.25) per page.
(2)
The question to be submitted to the voters shall clearly describe in specific detail, and without generic reference or sloganeering, the proposed ordinance. It shall also both objectively and explicitly define any and all categories of persons who seek the proposed expanded legal protection from discrimination. If a behavior is a determinate factor for granting protected status, the behavior shall be thoroughly explained in the question to the voters.

(3)
If a majority of the votes cast are in the affirmative, the local governing body shall enact the ordinance within thirty (30) days of the certification of the election. If the local government fails to adopt the ordinance in thirty (30) days, the proposed ordinance shall take effect as if it has been adopted by the legislative body and no further publication of the ordinance shall be required. If a majority of the votes cast are in the negative, the passage of the ordinance by the local governing board shall be prohibited. 
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