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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the issue of benefits for disabled firefighters and the survivors of firefighters killed in the line of duty.

WHEREAS, it is written, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends," yet greater still is the man who will lay his life down for those he does not know, one may ask how many citizens of this great Commonwealth owe their lives and health to firefighters that responded to their need; and

WHEREAS, in the performance of their duties, that have saved so many, firefighters, professional and volunteer, have given their own lives and health; and

WHEREAS, this willing sacrifice of life and health can leave behind a residue of pain and bitterness for the firefighter or the firefighter's family; and

WHEREAS, the benefits accorded dead or disabled firefighters are scattered throughout the Kentucky Revised Statutes and difficult for the untrained to ferret out; and

WHEREAS, this difficulty and opaqueness can frustrate and deny the firefighter or the firefighter's family their due benefits;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   There is hereby established a Task Force of the Legislative Research Commission on Firefighter Benefits. The task force shall examine existing benefits for firefighters in the Commonwealth who are killed or disabled in the line of duty and the difficulties, if any, of discovering or accessing these benefits. The task force shall suggest strategies for aiding firefighters who have been disabled or killed in the line of duty and their families.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of nine members and shall include:

(1)
The chairman of the Seniors, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee of the House of Representatives;

(2)
The chairman of the Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee of the Senate;

(3)
One member, other than the chairman, of the Seniors, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee of the House of Representatives, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(4)
One member, other than the chairman, of the Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee of the Senate, who shall be appointed by the President of the Senate;

(5)
One representative from the Kentucky Professional Firefighters Association, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three potential appointees submitted by the Kentucky Professional Firefighters Association;

(6)
One representative from the Kentucky Firefighters Association, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three potential appointees submitted by the Kentucky Firefighters Association;

(7)
One representative who is a certified active volunteer firefighter, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of all certified active volunteer firefighters submitted by the Commission on Fire Protection, Personnel, Standards and Education;

(8)
One representative who is a certified professional firefighter from a city of the third class or smaller, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of all certified professional firefighters who meet the criteria submitted by the Commission on Fire Protection, Personnel, Standards and Education; and

(9)
The executive director of the Commission on Fire Protection, Personnel, Standards and Education, or his designee.

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2005.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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