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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION recognizing the James Graham Brown Cancer Center at the University of Louisville and the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center at the University of Kentucky as comprehensive cancer centers in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky is fortunate that two of the country's premier cancer research and treatment institutions, the James Graham Brown Cancer Center at the University of Louisville and the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center at the University of Kentucky, are located within its borders; and

WHEREAS, the James Graham Brown Cancer Center and the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center are each working hard toward achieving the goal of Comprehensive Cancer Center designation from the National Cancer Institute, a designation which is awarded to cancer programs that demonstrate the highest standards of collaborative translational science and research, education, and community outreach, a distinction attained by fewer than forty United States cancer programs; and

WHEREAS, the James Graham Brown Cancer Center traces its roots to the 1970s before opening in 1981, and was thereafter donated by the Regional Cancer Center Corporation Board to the University of Louisville in 1987 with a mission to enhance knowledge and understanding of cancer and provide patients with world-class, compassionate care; and

WHEREAS, to facilitate achievement of its goal, the James Graham Brown Cancer Center has developed a strategic, long-range plan that consists of program specialties that include, among others, molecular targets, tumor immunobiology, developmental therapeutics, cancer prevention and control, and structural biology; and 

WHEREAS, the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center also traces its roots to the 1970s with the formation of the McDowell Cancer Network and the Ephraim McDowell Cancer Research Foundation, which was established to raise funds to construct and support a state-of-the-art cancer research and treatment facility at the University of Kentucky's Chandler Medical Center and, following the commitment of Lucille P. Markey to match any funds raised by Ben Roach, M.D., the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center opened in 1986; and

WHEREAS, the Markey Cancer Center provides multidisciplinary cancer care with a patient-oriented focus, recruits and retains nationally recognized scientists in both basic and clinical areas to execute leading edge cancer research, provides a strong translational research environment and emphasis, provides dynamic and distributed electronic communication services, and develops and cultivates Clinical Care and Research Teams that represent all relevant disciplines covering major cancers; and

WHEREAS, recognition of the James Graham Brown Cancer Center at the University of Louisville and the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center at the University of Kentucky as comprehensive cancer centers in the Commonwealth of Kentucky will demonstrate the General Assembly's commitment to these centers and, armed with this commitment, better position the centers to attract national researchers, scientists, and physicians, and to request public and private grants;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly recognizes the James Graham Brown Cancer Center at the University of Louisville and the Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center at the University of Kentucky as comprehensive cancer centers in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Concurrent Resolution to Donald M. Miller, M.D., Ph.D., Director, James Graham Brown Cancer Center, University of Louisville, 529 South Jackson Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202; and Alfred M. Cohen M.D., FACS, Director, Lucille Parker Markey Cancer Center, University of Kentucky, Room 140, 800 Rose Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40536-0093.
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