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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the "Ronald Reagan Memorial Parkway" in Lewis County.

We pause in remembrance of one of the great leaders of the 20th Century: Ronald Wilson Reagan, 40th President of the United States.

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan was born February 6, 1911, in Tampico Illinois, the son of Nellie and John Reagan; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan graduated from Eureka College, where he majored in Sociology and Economics, played on the football team, and acted in school plays; and

WHEREAS, after an early career as a radio sports announcer, Ronald Reagan moved to Hollywood in 1937 and became a well known actor, appearing in over 50 films over the next two decades; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan will forever be immortalized on the silver screen by his performance as the legendary George Gipp in the film "Knute Rockne: All -American", where on his deathbed, he told his coach to tell the team to "Win one for the Gipper"; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan's political ideology took a conservative turn when he took over presidency of the Screen Actors Guild and became embroiled in disputes over the issue of Communism in the film industry; and

WHEREAS, in 1966, Ronald Reagan was elected governor of California, leading the state through eight years of social upheaval and unprecedented growth; and

WHEREAS, in 1980, the Republican Party chose Ronald Reagan as its standard bearer for the presidency; and voters who were weary of the abysmal economic conditions at home and uncertain times internationally, which included the hostage crisis in Iran, chose Reagan to be president in a landslide victory over incumbent President Jimmy Carter; and

WHEREAS, optimism reigned during the early part of Ronald Reagan's first term in office as the Iranian hostages were released and the nation's spirits soared; and

WHEREAS, that optimism was dealt a crushing blow when, 69 days into his term of office, he was shot by a would-be assassin; yet, despite grave injuries, President Reagan soon recovered and set about implementing his policies for the nation; and

WHEREAS, President Reagan showed great skill in working with an oppositional Congress and passing initiatives to cut taxes and spending, increase economic activity, and strengthen our national defense; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan rode a trail of good feelings into the White House for a second term, easily beating Democratic challenger Walter Mondale by sweeping 49 of 50 states; and

WHEREAS, in perhaps his greatest triumph, Ronald Reagan's policy of a strong national defense and stalwart opposition to communism embodied in his motto "peace through strength" yielded fruit after he left office when, in 1989, the world saw the fall of Communism in Eastern Europe and the destruction of the Berlin Wall; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan will always be remembered for taking over a nation deeply trouble by events both at home and abroad, and sailing the ship of state into safer, more tranquil waters;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do mourn the passing of Ronald Wilson Reagan and express gratitude and thanks for his leadership of this great nation.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the road under construction form the Black Oak Industrial Park to the AA Highway in Lewis County the "Ronald Reagan Memorial Parkway," and shall erect signs identifying the road at its termini.

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet shall also place identifying turn-off signs for the Ronald Reagan Memorial Parkway on the AA Highway.

Section 4.   The signs required by Sections 2 and 3 of this Resolution shall be erected when the road identified in Section 2 of this Resolution is opened to traffic.
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