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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the John G. Fee Memorial Highway in Madison County.

WHEREAS, John Gregg Fee was born in 1816, in Bracken County, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, John Fee was educated at Augusta College in Bracken County, Miami University of Ohio, and Lane Theological Seminary; and

WHEREAS, John Fee, although the child of slave holders, underwent a religious conversion in childhood and became a staunch abolitionist; and

WHEREAS, In 1844, John Fee was married to Matilda Hamilton, who like Fee, was an ardent abolitionist; and

WHEREAS, John Fee returned to Kentucky to preach and in 1854, with the help of Cassius Marcellus Clay, founded the town of Berea; and

WHEREAS, In 1858 and 1859 John Fee established Berea College and the town of Berea had become an abolitionist center; and

WHEREAS, John Fee intended Berea College to become a model for racial integration and peaceful coexistence; and

WHEREAS, in December of 1859, while Fee was away, a group of men ransacked Berea and the town was deserted; and

WHEREAS, after living in exile in Ohio until 1864, John Fee returned to Berea, and after the Civil War, Berea College became increasingly integrated to the point where in 1892, almost half its students were African American; and

WHEREAS, subsequent presidents of Berea College focused more on the education of white people; and

WHEREAS, the rejection of his ideas led John Fee to believe that his views on race relations were being ignored; and

WHEREAS, time has proven John Fee to be a visionary, and the Commonwealth owes him recognition and gratitude for his ideas and his everlasting legacy that was his gift to it, Berea College;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate United States Route 25 in Madison county from mile point 4.912 (Glades Road intersection) to mile point 12.027 (United States Route 421 intersection) as the "John G. Fee Memorial Highway."

Section 2.   Within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, the Transportation Cabinet shall erect signs at each end of this route identified in Section 1 of this Resolution, and at appropriate intervals in between, that read "John G. Fee Memorial Highway."
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