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A RESOLUTION honoring Ray Charles.

WHEREAS, Ray Charles Robinson was born in Albany, Georgia on September 23, 1930, to Aretha and Baily Robinson; and

WHEREAS, at that time, a large part of America, and especially the South, was adhering to the now-despised policy of segregation; and 

WHEREAS, even though Ray Charles's early life was marked with despair at the loss of his brother, his sight, and especially at the loss of his beloved mother, nevertheless, through the support of remarkable members of his home community, and through the good works of his teachers at school who taught him, among other lessons, classical music, the piano, and how to arrange music, he was able to channel these setbacks into producing some of the most influential music of the 20th Century; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles knew at an early age that the music of his nativity--blues, country and western, and church gospel, all disparate--would yet become the foundation of the voice that Ray Charles would find to express himself; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles started his career playing in small clubs in Florida and then made the daring move to Seattle, Washington, where his star began to shine; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles began to come into his own with the first of many associations with recording companies, performing his own music his own way, which was unusual because at that time the record industry standard was to make artistic decisions with little input from the performers themselves; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles invoked the will of his conscience, being a judge not of skin color, but rather of a person's conduct, turning the disability of blindness into an opportunity for a more perfect vision; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles became an advocate of the philosophies of Dr. Martin Luther King, of whom he was a contemporary, and with whom he was an associate, lending his talents, financial resources, and notoriety to Dr. King's cause of equal rights; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles's convictions of conscience led him to be an advocate of change for reforming the South African policies of Apartheid, and to be an advocate for the State of Israel, a people with whom Ray Charles felt a common bond; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles has been deluged with awards, accolades, and honorary degrees from academic institutions over the years, recognizing his talent and achievements, and including an impressive 20 Grammy awards -- 8 of which were awarded posthumously for his last album; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles's music has infiltrated into the very culture of America itself, with his music and lyrics being ever-present--heard drifting from open windows in the poorest section of town; being impeccably reproduced on the most expensive of stereo equipment; being used to start romances and perhaps ending some; having the status of being a state song, and remaining among the most cherished selections of music collections in the world; and

WHEREAS, Ray Charles died in 2004, that event being the final coda to the song of his life, the sweet melody of which will resonate in the hearts, minds, and souls of the people of the nation, and the world, for many years yet to come;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate acknowledges that Ray Charles has been an agent of change to the very nature of America itself, both through his convictions of conscience in social issues and in his great contributions in music. The Senate acknowledges that Ray Charles, born of humble roots in the rural South amid the Great Depression, in poverty, and with the physical handicap of blindness, was able to harness those disadvantages and use them for the good of society, and to bring joy into the hearts and souls of the people of this world.
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