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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of A. Philip Randolph.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to A. Philip Randolph, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, A. Philip Randolph was born on April 15, 1889, a native of Crescent City, Florida, and he traversed these earthly bounds on May 16, 1979, in New York City, New York; and

WHEREAS, A. Philip Randolph was the son of a Methodist minister; he moved to the Harlem district of New York City in 1911, and he attended City College; and

WHEREAS, A. Philip Randolph was a trade unionist and civil rights leader who was a dedicated and persistent leader in the struggle for justice and parity for the African-American community; he believed in equal opportunity, equal pay, and equal treatment for African-Americans; and

WHEREAS, A. Philip Randolph began organizing workers while he was a student at City College, and he founded a newspaper to promote unionization; he organized the first successful black trade union in 1925, and the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters won its first major contract with the Pullman Company in 1937; the following year, he removed his union from the American Federation of Labor (AFL) in protest against its failure to fight discrimination in its ranks and took the brotherhood into the newly formed Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO); when the AFL and CIO merged in 1955, he was made a vice president and member of the executive council of the combined organization; and he was the first president of the Negro American Labor Council, which was formed to fight discrimination within the AFL-CIO; and

WHEREAS, A. Philip Randolph is best remembered for organizing the successful March on Washington for jobs and freedom, which brought more than 200,000 people to the capital on August 28, 1963, and along with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and a few other civil rights leaders, he met with President John F. Kennedy after the march; and he saw the Civil Rights Act of 1964 passed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud and honored to recognize A. Philip Randolph for his contribution to civil rights. The Senate holds him in high esteem for his dedication to freedom and justice for the African-American community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of A. Philip Randolph.
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