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A RESOLUTION honoring Melvin "Kip" Holden.

WHEREAS, Melvin "Kip" Holden was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on August 12, 1952, received a diploma from Scotlandville Senior High School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1970, earned a Bachelors of Arts Degree in Journalism from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1974, obtained a Masters of Arts Degree in Journalism from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1982, acquired a Juris Doctorate Degree from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1985, graduated from the National Institute of Trial Advocacy in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1998, and was an Oxford University Round Table Participant in Oxford, England in 2002; and 

WHEREAS, Melvin "Kip" Holden's professional experience includes News Director at WXOK Radio, Reporter at WWL Radio and WBRZ Channel 2, Public Relations Specialist with the United States Census Bureau, Public Information Officer with the Baton Rouge City Police Department, Law Clerk with the Louisiana Department of Labor Office of Workers' Compensation, Councilman on the Baton Rouge Metro Council, State Representative in the Louisiana House of Representatives, Adjunct Professor of Law at Southern University School of Law, Principal with the Melvin "Kip" Holden & Associates Law Firm, and State Senator in the Louisiana State Senate; and 

WHEREAS, the academic awards and honors, the social presentations and distinctions, and the accolades bestowed upon Melvin "Kip" Holden over the years are far too numerous to list; and

WHEREAS, Melvin "Kip" Holden championed several causes throughout his legislative career, including the improvement of education by building better classrooms through technology effort that was a cornerstone of his career; and

WHEREAS, Melvin "Kip" Holden was inaugurated as the first African-American Mayor-President of the City of East Baton Rouge Parish on January 3, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Melvin "Kip" Holden is married to Lois Stevenson Holden and is the father of five children: Melvin II, Angela, Monique, Myron, and Brian Michael; and 

WHEREAS, Melvin "Kip" Holden is assuming the reins of the City of East Baton Rouge Parish at a most critical time in the history of the city;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby pause in its deliberations to commend and honor Melvin "Kip" Holden for his past accomplishments.

Section 2.   This venerable institution does hereby express the hope and confidence that the City of East Baton Rouge, Louisiana, its residents, and its corporate citizens shall thrive during the tenure of Mayor Melvin "Kip" Holden.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mayor Melvin "Kip" Holden, Office of the Mayor-President, Post Office Box 1471, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70921.
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