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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Barbara Jordan.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Barbara Jordan, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Barbara Jordan was born on February 21, 1936, the daughter of Benjamin Jordan and Arlyne Patten Jordan; she was a native of Houston, Texas, and she traversed these earthly bounds on January 17, 1996; and

WHEREAS, during her formative years, Barbara Jordan spent most of her free time with her Grandfather John Ed Patten, a former minister, businessman, and her mentor; he instilled in her the importance of education, and that every action and every aspect of life was to be learned from and experienced; and while assisting her grandfather in his business, she learned to be self-sufficient, strong-willed, and independent, and her determination to achieve superiority was quickly demonstrated in her early years; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Jordan graduated from Phillis Wheatley High School in Houston, Texas, and she was active in school clubs and other extracurricular activities; and it was during her high school years that she was inspired to become a lawyer, especially after a career day presentation by the prominent African-American attorney Edith Sampson; during her high school years, she was the recipient of many awards, particularly for her talent as an orator; in 1952, she won first place in the Texas State Ushers Oratorical Contest, and she won the national oration contest in Chicago that same year; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Jordan graduated magna cum laude from Texas Southern University with a double major in political science and history; while there, she excelled in oration, she joined the Texas Southern Debate Team, and she won many tournaments; she graduated from Boston University Law School, and she was one of two African-American women in the graduating class of 1959; after passing the Massachusetts and Texas Bar examinations, she opened a private law practice in Houston, Texas in 1960; and it was during this time that she volunteered her services to the Kennedy-Johnson presidential campaign, where she successfully organized the black constituents in the black precincts of her county; the voter turnout was the largest Harris County had ever experienced, and her participation in such a history-making event demonstrated her talents for persuasion and organization; these skills, coupled with her education and intellect, were to become her assets in all her future endeavors and her political career was born as a result of the Kennedy-Johnson victory of 1960; and

WHEREAS, the decade of the 1960s witnessed Barbara Jordan's emergence into the political arena; with the election of the first Catholic president, John F. Kennedy, and the epic changes brought on by the Civil Rights movement, it was a time of change, and Barbara Jordan was determined to be part of that change; after becoming the speaker for the Harris County Democratic Party, she was elected to the Texas House of Representatives, and she became one of two African-Americans elected to the newly reapportioned eleventh district; she was elected to the Texas state senate, where she remained for six years, and she became the first African-American since 1883 and the first woman ever to hold that position; and during her tenure in the Texas state senate, she worked diligently on legislation dealing with the environment, establishing minimum wage standards, and eliminating discrimination in business contracts; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Jordan was elected to the United States House of Representatives in 1972, where she became a member of the Judiciary and the Ways and Means committees; her membership in the United States House of Representatives was to be one of the many highlights in her political career, and during the Watergate fiasco, she spoke vehemently about the necessity of impeaching Republican President Richard M. Nixon; during her tenure in the United States House of Representatives, she introduced bills dealing with civil rights, crime, business, and free competition, as well as an unprecedented plan of payment for housewives for the labor and services they provide; and she sustained her reputation for eloquence as a keynote speaker for the 1976 and 1992 Democratic National Conventions; and

WHEREAS, after her successful political career, Barbara Jordan accepted a teaching post at the University of Texas in Austin, where she taught at the Lyndon Baines Johnson School of Pubic Affairs; and in addition to her instructional duties, she also held the positions of faculty adviser and recruiter for minority students; she continued to hold these positions into the early 1990s, and she also was appointed by Governor Ann Richards of Texas to serve as an adviser on ethics in government; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Jordan received innumerable honorary degrees; universities such as Princeton and Harvard bestowed honorary doctorates upon her; she received awards touting her as the best living orator; she is one of the most influential women in the world, as well as one of the most admired; she is a member of the Texas Women's Hall of Fame, and at the 1988 Democratic National Convention, she gave a speech nominating Senator Lloyd Bentsen as the party's vice presidential candidate; and she was the recipient of the prestigious Spingarn Medal, which is awarded by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) for her lifetime service to the African-American community; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Barbara Jordan has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is indeed proud and honored to recognize one of the greatest women in African-American history. As a state senator and as a United States Congresswoman, she sponsored bills that championed the cause of poor, Black, and disadvantaged people. She was able to move the minds of men and demonstrate the importance of courage, perseverance, and vision.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Barbara Jordan.
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