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A RESOLUTION recognizing Kiwanis International upon the occasion of its 90th birthday on January 21, 2005.

WHEREAS, the first Kiwanis Club was organized in Detroit, Michigan, and the group received a charter from the state of Michigan on January 21, 1915; and

WHEREAS, the first clubs were organized to promote the exchange of business among the members; however, even before the Detroit club received its state charter, the members were distributing Christmas baskets to the poor; after much debate between those who supported community service as the Kiwanis mission and those who supported the exchange of business, the service advocates won the debate in 1919; and

WHEREAS, Kiwanis became international with the organization of the Kiwanis Club of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, in 1916; Kiwanis limited its membership to the United States and Canada until 1962, when worldwide expansion was approved, and since then, Kiwanis has spread to all inhabited continents of the globe; and

WHEREAS, Kiwanis was defined as an "organization for men" in its constitution, which was adopted in 1924; and in 1987, after several years of debate and growing support, women's membership received overwhelming approval; and

WHEREAS, the six permanent objectives of Kiwanis International were approved by Kiwanis club delegates at the 1924 Convention in Denver, Colorado, and through the years, they have remain unchanged; the objectives are to give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life; to encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships; to promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional standards; to develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship; and to provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities; and to cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase of righteousness, justice, patriotism, and goodwill; and

WHEREAS, key aspects to operating an effective club include evaluating both children's issues and community needs on an ongoing basis, conducting service projects to respond to those identified needs, and maintaining an active membership roster of professional business people who have both the desire and the ability to serve their community; and

WHEREAS, club meetings traditionally are conducted once a week and offer an atmosphere of fun, learning, and fellowship; in addition to attending the meetings, the typical Kiwanian volunteers each month assist with club service projects; and

WHEREAS, service projects are often linked to the Kiwanis program, "Young Children: Priority One." This initiative places continuing focus on the needs of children in pediatric trauma, safety, child care, early development, infant health, nutrition, and parenting skills; and service projects also can address other needs within the community, such as working to stop substance abuse, helping the elderly, promoting literacy, supporting youth sports and recreation, responding to disasters, and supporting specific persons in need; and

WHEREAS, Kiwanis also plays a special role in developing future generations of leaders; K-Kids clubs at the elementary school level, Builders Clubs in middle school and junior highs, Key Clubs in high schools, and Circle K clubs at the collegiate level all are Kiwanis organizations that teach community service and leadership skills to young people; and in addition, Aktion Clubs are made up of adults with mental and physical disabilities who enthusiastically perform service to help others; and

WHEREAS, worldwide, the entire Kiwanis family is committed to eliminating the devastating effects of iodine deficiency disorders (IDD), the world's leading preventable cause of mental retardation; more than 1.5 billion people are at risk of suffering IDD because they do not receive enough iodine in their diet, but, because of Kiwanis' efforts, many parents who have been affected by IDD are able to watch their children grow up healthy and reach their full physical and mental potential; and the results of the IDD program will benefit every future generation; and

WHEREAS, a typical Kiwanis club is a snapshot of its community, with members from all walks of life and at every step of the career ladder; they are unified in their belief that children and their communities benefit from the efforts of a proficient group of caring and involved volunteers; in a typical year, Kiwanis clubs invest more than 6.2 million hours and $100 million in communities around the world; and through these efforts, the Kiwanis organization truly leaves a lasting impression on future generations;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize and congratulate Kiwanis clubs throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky for 90 years of continuing service and support of programs that are particularly oriented toward benefiting children. The Senate wishes to Kiwanis club members success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Kiwanis International upon the occasion of its 90th birthday on January 21, 2005.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Shelbyville Kiwanis Club, P. O. Box 1382, Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065.
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