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A RESOLUTION honoring Dr. Joseph H. McMillan.

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph H. McMillan is a native son of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, born in Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph H. McMillan has dedicated his professional life, a time spanning more than five decades, to the most noble mission of education, receiving in 1992 the preeminent award given by the National Association of Black School Educators, the Marcus Foster Distinguished Educator Award; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph H. McMillan began his career teaching in Lake County, Michigan, and then, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he had the distinction of becoming the first African-American male elementary school teacher and the first African-American principal in the system; and

WHEREAS, among Dr. Joseph H. McMillan's professional distinctions is having served as the Assistant Vice President for Human Relations and the Director of Equal Opportunity Programs at Michigan State University; and

WHEREAS, in 1976, Dr. Joseph H. McMillan returned to Louisville where he became Assistant Provost at the University of Louisville leading minority affairs; and

WHEREAS, beginning in 1978, Dr. Joseph H. McMillan has coordinated the prestigious Annual National Conference on the Black Family in America, one of the premier conferences of its kind in America; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph H. McMillan has directed his considerable talents and skills to the Louisville Urban League, serving as president; the Louisville/Jefferson County Human Relations Commission, serving as chair; the Black Political Action Committee, serving as president; and the Kentucky Rainbow/Push Coalition, serving as chair; and

WHEREAS, the Youth Development and Education Department of the Louisville Urban League has debuted, in his honor, the Joseph H. McMillan Reading Information Center which is the vehicle for promoting the "Every 1 Reads" campaign--a program designed to encourage literacy among the Louisville-area youth and their families;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize the manifold accomplishments of Dr. Joseph H. McMillan relative to his life-long mission of education and his community activism, both of which are ensuring that the Louisville/Jefferson County area itself is strengthened with the building blocks of education and community values--the foundation of a strong, healthy society.

Section 2.   The Senate furthermore honors Dr. Joseph H. McMillan for his strength of character and for practicing his convictions of conscience, and holds him forth as an example of excellent conduct for the citizens of the Commonwealth to emulate.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald A. Neal for presentation to Dr. Joseph H. McMillan.
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