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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Senate to enact the Clear Skies Act of 2005.

WHEREAS, the viability of Kentucky's coal industry and the financial integrity of Kentucky's coal-fired electric utilities are two essential components of maintaining affordable, reliable electricity rates at both the wholesale and retail level in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the bipartisan Commonwealth Energy Policy Task Force has emphasized the significance of affordable, reliable electric energy for Kentucky's economic growth and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, the multi-pollutant strategy of the Clear Skies Act of 2005 will allow electric utilities to continue to use coal as the primary fuel and reduce the nation's vulnerability to sources of energy currently subject to disruption from embargo, foreign control, or other interventions; and 

WHEREAS, the Clear Skies Act of 2005 will require electric utilities to make further reductions in emissions for sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide and will create a new program for mercury; and 

WHEREAS, reductions of sulfur-dioxide, nitrogen-oxide, and mercury are estimated to be as much as 70 percent by 2018; and

WHEREAS, improvement in air quality resulting from major reductions in sulfur-dioxide, nitrogen-oxide, and mercury will benefit the citizens of the Commonwealth and surrounding areas; and

WHEREAS, the Clear Skies Act of 2005 will utilize and optimize proven, market-based methods, such as those which have been used in the National Acid Rain Program, to control sulfur-dioxide and nitrogen-oxide, and to achieve further reductions in all three pollutants; and

WHEREAS, the proposed market-based methods in the Clear Skies Act of 2005 will allow electric utilities to comply with emission reductions on all three pollutants in the most efficient, cost-effective manner possible;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the United States Senate to enact the Clear Skies Act of 2005.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send copies of this Resolution to the Clerk of the United States Senate and to each member of Kentucky's U.S. Congressional delegation.
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