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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of George W. Wilson.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to George W. Wilson and we pause in silent reverence for his eternal soul.

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson was born in 1943 in Paris, Kentucky, and earned a Bachelor's degree from Kentucky State University and a Master's degree from the University of Louisville; and 

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson was the devoted and loving husband of Nelda Wilson, who preceded him in death in 1979, and the beloved and adored father of Kimberly Wilson and George W. Wilson, Jr.; and 

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson was appointed by former Governor John Y. Brown as Commissioner of the Corrections Cabinet in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, thereby becoming the first African-American to serve in that capacity, and he continued such service in the administration of former Governor Martha Layne Collins; and 

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson, in his eight years as Commissioner of the Corrections Cabinet, statistically led the cabinet in recruitment, retention, and pay for women and minorities among all other agencies in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson, during his tenure as Commissioner of the Corrections Cabinet, closed twenty jails that were deemed inadequate and opened the first private prison in the Commonwealth in Marion County; and 

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson was appointed head of the Ohio Prison System, at the time the nation's fifth-largest, and served for thirty-three months in that capacity; and 

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson returned to Kentucky to serve as warden of the Blackburn Correctional Complex, a minimum-security facility in Lexington, and he also served as Franklin County Jailer and taught courses in criminal justice at Kentucky State University; and

WHEREAS, George W. Wilson has been described by the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky as "a pioneer in Kentucky state government, who built an admirable record of public service and personal accomplishment during his long career"; and 

WHEREAS, the leadership of George W. Wilson was crucial when the Commonwealth of Kentucky was under federal mandate to reduce overcrowding in the prison system in Kentucky, and his special method and manner of conducting business was instrumental in bringing about a solution during those difficult times; and

WHEREAS, the passing of George W. Wilson has left an irreparable emptiness and void in the hearts of his survivors, acquaintances, and friends that will be impossible to fill, and the passing of George W. Wilson is mourned across the length and breath of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow and grief upon the passing of George W. Wilson, and extends to his relatives, acquaintances, and many, many friends its most heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 2.   The Senate does hereby express a profound sense of appreciation for the dedicated life of, and thankfulness for having had association with, George W. Wilson.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns on this day, it dismisses in loving memory and honor and tribute to George W. Wilson.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Kimberly Wilson of Atlanta, Georgia and George W. Wilson, Jr. of Villa Hills.

Page 2 of 2
BR184900.100-1849



