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A RESOLUTION urging the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary to study during the 2005 legislative interim the advisability of increasing the criminal penalties for sexual offenses committed against the citizens of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, sexual offenses represent one of the worst classes of offenses imaginable, in that not only does the victim suffer physical harm, but also psychological damage which can remain for years and even decades; and

WHEREAS, three decades have elapsed since the General Assembly last made a systemic revision to the Commonwealth's laws relating to sexual offenses; and

WHEREAS, the intervening three decades have seen new research and data published quantifying the long-term damage that victims of sexual offenses suffer; and

WHEREAS, the people of Kentucky, acting together as the Commonwealth, depend on one another for their protection and the administration of justice; and

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon the elected representatives of the people to do their utmost to provide a system of laws offering strong, systemic protection for the people against sexual predators;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary to study during the 2005 legislative interim the advisability of increasing the criminal penalties for sexual offenses, and in so doing to solicit testimony not only from experts but from victims seeking reform of the law, and to submit a report on the Committee's finding, with specific findings as to the question of whether the criminal penalties should be increased, to the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 1, 2005.
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