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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Sergeant James W. Harlan.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant James W. Harlan, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, James William Harlan was born December 4, 1959, a native of Owensboro, Daviess County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds May 14, 2004; and

WHEREAS, James W. Harlan was the loving son of the late William Arthur Harlan and Doris Marie Gray; he was the devoted fiancé of Carol Gray; and he also leaves behind children, grandchildren, and many other beloved family members; and

WHEREAS, James W. Harlan was a professional truck driver, welder, and heavy equipment operator; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant James W. Harlan was a patriot with two decades of combined service in the Kentucky National Guard and United States Army Reserves; he served with the 660th Transportation Company, 88th Regional Readiness Command, Zanesville, Ohio; and

WHEREAS, after faithfully serving his first tour in Iraq during 2003, Sergeant James W. Harlan deployed for his second tour in February 2004; he was returning from a fuel delivery near Balad, Iraq, when a bomb in a roadside vehicle detonated near the truck he was riding in, critically injuring him; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant James W. Harlan bravely served his country with honor and distinction; he demonstrated extraordinary skill as a soldier; during his career, he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster, Army Achievement Medal, Reserve Components Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters, National Defense Service Medal, the Non-Commissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, and various other ribbons; he was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant James W. Harlan was a cherished member of his community who enjoyed fishing, hunting, and various sports; he coached Little League baseball for three years; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant James W. Harlan and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and 

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant James W. Harlan has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sergeant James W. Harlan and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant James W. Harlan.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the mother of Sergeant James W. Harlan, Mrs. Doris Gray, 260 Industrial Drive, Owensboro, Kentucky 42301; and to the fiancée of Sergeant James W. Harlan, Ms. Carol Gray, 5409 Graham Lane, Owensboro, Kentucky 42303.
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